GRANT CONTRACT
- EXTERNAL ACTIONS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION -

HUSKROUA ENI CBC Programme
HUSKROUA/1702/6.1/0010

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary (1027 Budapest, Bem rakpart 47, Budapest,
Hungary) acting as the Managing Authority for the Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine ENI Cross-
border Cooperation Programme 2014-2020 (hereinafter referred to as Managing Authority)

of the one part,

and

WWF DANUBE CARPATHIAN PROGRAMME ROMANIA - MARAMURES BRANCH
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, Ms. ALEXANDRA ERICA PUSCAS legal representative
VAT 26734647

Romania, Baia Mare Unirii Boulevard 12A/86 430272

(hereinafter referred to as Lead Beneficiary)

of the other part,

(hereinafter collectively referred to as the Parties)
have agreed as follows:
PREAMBLE

The Lead Beneficiary assures that the Project is implemented and managed in accordance with the
provisions of this Grant Contract (hereinafter referred to as Contract), with the relevant EU legislation
and horizontal policies of the EU in force, with the applicable national legislation and with all
instructions set out in the project implementation manual of the Programme.

The Contract is concluded on the basis of the following legal provisions:

o Commission Implementing Decision of 8 October 2014 adopting a programming document for
European Union support to ENI Cross-Border Cooperation for the period 2014-2020
(hereinafter referred to as Programming Document)

» Regulation (EU) No 232/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2014
establishing a European Neighbourhood Instrument (hereinafter referred to as ENI Regulation);

e Regulation (EU) No 236/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2014
laying down common rules and procedures for the implementation of the Union's instruments
for financing external action (hereinafter referred to as ENI CIR);

o Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 897/2014 of 18 August 2014 laying down
specific provisions for the implementation of cross-border cooperation programmes financed
under Regulation (EU) No 232/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council establishing a
European Neighbourhood Instrument (hereinafter referred to as ENI CBC IR);



Regulation (EU) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October
2012 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union and repealing Council
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002;

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1268/2012 of 29 October 2012 on the rules of
application of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament and of the
Council on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union;

Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 July
2018 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union;

(EU) No 1296/2013, (EU) No 1301/2013, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No 1304/2013, (EU) No
1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013, (EU) No 223/2014, (EU) No 283/2014, and Decision No
541/2014/EU;

Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2988/95 of 18 December 1995 on the protection of the
European Communities financial interests — with reference to Article 5;

Commission Implementing Decision of 17 December 2015 number C(2015) 9180 adopting the
Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine ENI Cross-Border Cooperation Programme 2014-2020
(hereinafter referred to as JOP);

National rules applicable to the Lead Beneficiary and its Beneficiaries;

Decree no. 554 of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine of 11 July 2018;

State Aid applicable rules;

Guidelines for Applicants;

ENI CBC Financing Agreement of 19 December 2016 concluded between the European
Commission and Ukraine;

Memorandum of Understanding concluded between Hungary and the Member States
participating in the Programme;

Project implementation manual of the Programme.

ARTICLE 1 — PURPOSE

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

L.5.

1.1. The purpose of this Contract is the award of a grant by the Joint Monitoring Committee for the

implementation of the Project entitted: OPEN BORDERS FOR WILDLIFE IN THE
CARPATHIANS ("the Project") described in Annex I. The grant is financed from the
European Neighbourhood Instrument in the framework of the cross-border cooperation
programme Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine 2014-2020.

The Lead Beneficiary shall be awarded the grant on the terms and conditions set out in this
Contract, which consists of these conditions and the annexes, which the Lead Beneficiary hereby
declares it has noted and accepted.

The Contract is signed in accordance with the decision of the Joint Monitoring Committee from
12/07/2018 to award a grant to the Project.

The Lead Beneficiary accepts the grant and undertakes to carry out the Project under its own
responsibility.

The Lead Beneficiary and the Managing Authority are the only parties to this Contract.

ARTICLE 2 — IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD OF THE PROJECT

2.1

22

This Contract shall enter into force when both Parties signs. The Lead Beneficiary undertakes to
sign the contract within 30 days from the date of its reception from the Managing Authority.

Implementation of the Project shall begin on:

the 1st of October 2019
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2.4

The Project's implementation period, as laid down in the Description of the Project, annexed to
this contract (Annex I), is 30 months.

The execution period of this Contract shall end at the moment when final payment is paid by the
Managing Authority and, in any event, at the latest 12 months after the end of the implementation
period as stipulated in Article 2.3 unless postponed in accordance with Article 17.15

ARTICLE 3 — FINANCING OF THE PROJECT

3.1

32

33

3.4

3.5

3.6

The total cost of the Project is estimated at 1.550.871,83 EURO, as set out in the Budget of the
Project, annexed to this Contract (Annex II).

The Managing Authority undertakes to finance a maximum of 1.395.784,63 EURO, equivalent to
90% of the estimated total eligible cost of the Project.; the final amount of the eligible costs shall
be established in accordance with Articles 10 and 3.5 of this Contract.

Pursuant to Article 10.5, 0.85% (maximum 2%) of the final amount of direct eligible costs of the
Project without investments and works established in accordance with Article 10, may be claimed
by the Lead Beneficiary as indirect costs (flat rate financing).

Pursuant to Article 10, the Regulation under which this Contract is financed authorises payment
of taxes, including VAT, in the case the Lead Beneficiary can show it cannot reclaim them.

The grant may not exceed the maximum ceiling in Article 3.2 of the Contract either in terms of
the absolute value or the percentage stated therein.

If the eligible costs of the Project at the end of the Project are less than the estimated eligible
costs as referred to in Article 3.1 of the Contract, the grant shall be limited to the aggregated
amount verified in accordance with Art. 6.7 of this Contract for each Beneficiary.

In addition and without prejudice to its right to terminate this Contract pursuant to Article 17, if
the Project is implemented poorly or partially - and therefore not in accordance with the
Description of the Project in Annex I - or late, the Managing Authority may, by a duly reasoned
decision and after allowing the Lead Beneficiary to submit its observations, reduce the initial
grant in line with the actual implementation of the Project and in accordance with the terms of
this Contract. This applies as well with regards to the compliance with the visibility obligations
set out in Article 19.

ARTICLE 4 — GENERAL OBLIGATIONS AND LIABILITIES

4.1

42

4.3

This Contract and the payments attached to it may not be assigned to a third party in any manner
whatsoever without the prior written consent of the Joint Monitoring Committee.

The Lead Beneficiary shall act in partnership with one or more project Partners (Beneficiaries)
identified in the Description of the Project. Beneficiaries take part in the implementation of the
Project, and the costs they incur are eligible in the same way as those incurred by the Lead
Beneficiary. With the exception of infrastructure costs, project Beneficiaries may subcontract a
limited portion of the project however the bulk of the activities identified in the Description of the
Project must be implemented by the Lead Beneficiary and its Beneficiaries.

The Lead Beneficiary alone shall be accountable to the Managing Authority for the
implementation of the Project. It shall undertake that the conditions applicable to it under Articles
4,5,6,7,8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 17.10-22 shall also apply to its Project Beneficiary(ies)
(hereinafter referred to as Beneficiary). In particular, the Lead Beneficiary should undertake
that the conditions applicable to it under Article 14 on the recovery procedure by the EU
Member States and Ukraine and the European Commission shall also apply to its Project
Beneficiary(ies) (Beneficiary). It shall include provisions to that effect as appropriate in its
contracts with them. The level of responsibilities shall appropriately and clearly be laid down in
the relevant Partnership Agreement.



4.4

4.5

4.6

The Lead Beneficiary is liable towards the Managing Authority for ensuring that all its
Beneficiaries fulfil their obligations under this Project. It is also liable towards the Managing
Authority for any breach of obligations under this Project by its Beneficiaries in the same way as
for its own conduct.

The Managing Authority and the Joint Technical Secretariat cannot under any circumstances or
for any reason whatsoever be held liable for damage or injury sustained by the staff or property of
the Lead Beneficiary and Beneficiaries while the Project is being carried out or as a consequence
of the Project. The Managing Authority and the Joint Technical Secretariat cannot, therefore,
accept any claim for compensation or increases in payment in connection with such damage or
injury.

The Lead Beneficiary shall assume sole liability towards third parties, including liability for
damage or injury of any kind sustained by them while the Project is being carried out or as a
consequence of the Project. The Lead Beneficiary shall discharge the Managing
Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat of all liability arising from any claim or project brought as a
result of an infringement of rules or regulations by the Lead Beneficiary or the Lead Beneficiary's
employees or individuals for whom those employees are responsible, or as a result of violation of
a third party’s rights. For the purpose of Article 3 of this Contract employees of the Lead
Beneficiary shall be considered third parties.

ARTICLE 5 — ROLE OF THE LEAD BENEFICIARY

The Lead Beneficiary shall:

a) monitor that the Project is implemented in accordance with this Contract and ensure
coordination with all Beneficiaries in the implementation of the Project;

b) be the intermediary for all communications between the Beneficiaries and the Managing
Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat;

¢) be responsible for supplying all documents and information to the Managing
Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat which may be required under this Contract, in
particular in relation to the reports and the requests for payment. Where information from
the Beneficiaries is required, the Lead Beneficiary shall be responsible for obtaining,
verifying and consolidating this information before passing it on to the Managing
Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat.

Any information given, as well as any request made by the Lead Beneficiary to the
Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat, shall be deemed to have been given in
agreement with all Beneficiaries;

d) inform the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat of any event likely to
significantly affect or delay the implementation of the Project;

¢) inform the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat of any change in the legal,
financial, technical, organisational or ownership situation of the Lead
Beneficiary/Beneficiaries, as well as, of any change in the name, address or legal
representative of the Lead Beneficiary/Beneficiaries;

f) be responsible in the event of audits, checks, monitoring or evaluations, as described in
Article 11 for providing all the necessary documents, including the accounts of the
Beneficiaries, copies of the most relevant supporting documents and signed copies of any
contract concluded according to Article 15;

g) have full financial responsibility for ensuring that the Project is implemented in accordance
with this Contract;

h) establish the payment requests in accordance with the Contract;



i) be the sole recipient, on behalf of all of the Beneficiaries, of the payments of the Managing
Authority. The Lead Beneficiary shall ensure that the appropriate payments are then made
to the Beneficiaries without unjustified delay;

j) not delegate any, or part of, these tasks to the Beneficiaries or other entities.

ARTICLE 6 — NARRATIVE AND FINANCIAL REPORTING

6.1

6.2

6.3

Narrative and financial reports shall be produced in support of payment requests, in compliance
with Article 7.2 of this Contract.

The Lead Beneficiary shall provide the Joint Technical Secretariat with all required information
on the implementation of the Project. The report shall describe the implementation of the Project
according to the activities envisaged, difficulties encountered and measures taken to overcome
problems, eventual changes introduced, as well as the degree of achievement of its results
(outcomes and outputs) as measured by corresponding indicators. The report shall be laid out in
such a way as to allow monitoring of the objective(s) and results, the implementation progress of
foreseen activities, the means envisaged or employed and the budget details for the Project. The
level of detail in any report should match that of the Description of the Project and of the Budget
for the Project. The Lead Beneficiary shall collect all the necessary information and draw up
consolidated interim and final reports. These reports shall:

a) cover the Project as a whole, regardless of which part of it is financed by the Managing
Authority;

b) consist of a narrative and a financial section drafted using the templates provided by the
Managing Authority;

¢) provide a full account of all aspects of the Project's implementation for the period covered,
including in case of simplified cost options the qualitative and quantitative information
needed to demonstrate the fulfilment of the conditions for reimbursement established in
this Contract;

d) include the current results within an updated table based on the logical framework matrix
including the results achieved by the Project (outcomes and outputs) as measured by their
corresponding indicators; agreed baselines and targets, and relevant sources of verification;

€) determine if the intervention logic is still valid and propose any relevant modification
including regarding the logical framework matrix;

f) determine if the budget and financial plan is still valid and propose any relevant
modification;

g) be drafted in the currency and language of this Contract;

h) include any update on the activity and time plan, communication plan and procurement
plan;

i) include any relevant reports, publications, press releases and updates related to the
Project.

Additionally, the final report shall:
a) cover any period not covered by the previous reports;

b) include the proofs of the transfers of ownership as referred to in Article 12



6.4 The Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat may request additional information at any

6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

time. The Lead Beneficiary shall provide this information within 30 days of the request, in the
language of the Contract.

If the Lead Beneficiary fails to provide any report or fails to provide any additional information
requested by the Joint Technical Secretariat within the set deadline without an acceptable and
written explanation of the reasons, the Managing Authority may terminate this Contract
according to Article 17.11(a) and (f) and may request full or partial repayment of amounts unduly
paid for the Project in accordance with last paragraph of Article 17.16.

Reports shall be submitted in Euro, and may be drawn from financial statements denominated in
other currencies, on the basis of the Lead Beneficiary's applicable legislation and applicable
accounting standards. In such case and for the purpose of reporting, conversion into the currency
set in the Contract shall be made using the rate monthly accounting exchange rate of the
Commission of the month during which the expenditure was submitted for examination in view
of the expenditure verification report in accordance with Article 32(1) of the ENI CBC IR.

Unless otherwise provided for in the Contract, costs incurred in other currencies than the one
used in the Lead Beneficiary's accounts for the Project shall be converted according to its usual
accounting practices, provided they respect the following basic requirements:

6 they are written down as an accounting rule, i.e. they are a standard practice of the Lead
Beneficiary,

(ii) they are applied consistently,

(iii)  they give equal treatment to all types of transactions and funding sources,

(iv)  the system can be demonstrated and the exchange rates are easily accessible for
verifications

In the event of an exceptional exchange-rate fluctuation, the Parties shall consult each other with
a view to amending the Project in order to lessen the impact of such a fluctuation. Where
necessary, the Managing Authority may take additional measures such as terminating the
Contract.

Each beneficiary must provide an expenditure verification report after each 12 months period and
for any request for further pre-financing payment. Expenditure declared by the beneficiary in
support of a payment request shall be examined by an auditor approved by the Ukrainian Control
Contact Point or by a national controller in the Member State being independent from the
beneficiary. The auditor or the national controller shall examine whether the costs declared by the
beneficiary and the revenue of the project are real, accurately recorded and eligible in accordance
with this contract and related instructions and provisions. Lead Beneficiary shall collect the
approved expenditure verification report from the Beneficiary and submit to the JTS in due time.

The expenditure verification report shall conform to the template provided by the Managing
Authority, shall cover all expenditure and revenue not covered by any previous expenditure
verification report and shall be produced by a national controller or by an auditor. The auditor
and the national controller shall meet the requirements set out in Article 32(1) of the ENI CBC
IR.

The Project implementation manual of the Programme may set out additional reporting
requirements.

ARTICLE 7 — PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS

7.1

The first instalment of pre-financing shall be paid to the Lead Beneficiary within 30 days, as from
the date of reception by the Managing Authority of the signed Contract. In case the date of
implementation in Article 2.2 differs with more than 60 days from the date of the reception of the
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7.3

7.4

7.5

7.6

7.7

signed contract by the Managing Authority, the first instalment shall be paid at the latest with 15
days before the date specified in Article 2.2The payment shall be carried out by the Managing
Authority without any request for payment.

Payment shall be made according to the following procedure:

First instalment of pre-financing (30% of the total ENI contribution financed by the Managing
Authority): 418,735.39 EURO.

Second instalment of pre-financing (25% of the total ENI contribution financed by the Managing
Authority): 348,946.16 EURO, deducting the EU contribution corresponding to the pre-financing
unspent and/or ineligible, at the approval of the report for the first 12 months of implementation.

Third instalment of pre-financing (25% of the total ENI contribution financed by the Managing
Authority): 348,946.16 EURO, deducting the EU contribution corresponding to the pre-financing
unspent and/or ineligible, at the approval of the report for the second 12 months of
implementation.

Final payment (20% of the total ENI contribution financed by the Managing Authority deducting
the EU contribution corresponding to the pre-financing unspent and/or ineligible, at the approval
of the Project final report): 279,156.92 EURO.

With the exception of the first instalment and of the second instalment in case of projects with
infrastructure component or works requiring building permission, pre-financing may only be
given if the part of the expenditure actually incurred which is financed by the Managing
Authority (by applying the percentage set out in Article 3.2 of the Contract) stands at 100% of the
previous payment as supported by the corresponding interim report and by an expenditure
verification report.

Where the consumption of the previous pre-financing is less than 100%, the amount of the new
pre-financing payment shall be reduced by the unused amounts of the previous pre-financing
payment.

The total sum of pre-financing under the Contract may not exceed 90% of the amount referred to
in Article 3.2 of the Contract.

The Lead Beneficiary shall transfer the corresponding amounts of the grant to its Beneficiaries
without delay as from the date of receipt of the instalment of grant, proportionally to each
Beneficiary’s EU contribution to the Project in case of first pre-financing and proportionally to
each Beneficiary’s verified expenditures in case of further payments, without making any
deduction, retention or further specific charge, and shall submit the proof of transfer to the Joint
Technical Secretariat within 10 days. If the Lead Beneficiary fails to provide all proofs of transfer
within the set deadline, the Managing Authority shall suspend further payments until the Lead
Beneficiary fulfils the above mentioned obligation.

The payment request shall be drafted using the template provided by the Managing Authority
and shall be accompanied by:

a) anarrative and financial report in line with Article 6;

b) an expenditure verification report and a detailed list of expenditure;

For the purposes of the initial pre-financing payment, the signed contract serves as payment
request.

Payment shall not imply recognition of the regularity or of the authenticity, completeness and
correctness of the declarations and information provided.

Payments shall be made in Euro to the Lead Beneficiary’s bank account referred to in the
financial identification form in Annex III, which allows the identification of the funds received
from the Programme. The initial pre-financing payment shall be made within 30 days as from the
date of reception by the Managing Authority of the signed Contract.



7.8

Further pre-financing payments and payments of the balance shall be made within 30 days date
from the acceptance of the report by the Joint Technical Secretariat.

In case the ENI balance of programme single bank account does not cover the amount to be paid,
the payment process will be suspended till the transfer of the ENI contribution from the European
Commission is credited to the programme single bank account.

ARTICLE 8 — CONFLICT OF INTEREST AND GOOD CONDUCT

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

The Lead Beneficiary shall take all necessary measures to prevent or end any situation that could
compromise the impartial and objective performance of this Contract. Such conflict of interests
may arise in particular as a result of economic interest, political or national affinity, family or
emotional ties, or any other relevant connection or shared interest.

Any conflict of interests which may arise during performance of this Contract must be notified in
writing to the Joint Technical Secretariat without delay. In the event of such conflict, the Lead
Beneficiary shall immediately take all necessary steps to resolve it.

The Joint Technical Secretariat reserves the right to verify that the measures taken are appropriate
and may require additional measures to be taken if necessary.

The Lead Beneficiary shall ensure that its staff, including its management, is not placed in a
situation which could give rise to conflict of interests. Without prejudice to its obligation under
this Contract, the Lead Beneficiary shall replace, immediately and without compensation from
the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat, any member of its staff in such a situation.

The Lead Beneficiary shall respect human rights and applicable environmental legislation
including multilateral environmental agreements, as well as internationally agreed core labour
standards.

ARTICLE 9 —- CONFIDENTIALITY

9.1

9.2

9.3

Subject to Article 11, the Managing Authority and the Lead Beneficiary undertake to preserve the
confidentiality of any information, notwithstanding its form, disclosed in writing or orally in
relation to the implementation of this Contract and identified in writing as confidential until at
least 5 years after the payment of the balance.

The Lead Beneficiary shall not use confidential information for any aim other than fulfilling their
obligations under this Contract unless otherwise agreed with the Managing Authority/Joint
Technical Secretariat.

The European Commission shall have access to all documents communicated to the Managing
Authority and shall maintain the same level of confidentiality.

ARTICLE 10 — FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

Eligible costs are actual costs incurred by the Beneficiary which meet all the criteria set out in
Article 48.1-4 of the ENI CBC IR

Subject to paragraphs 1 and 2 of the Article 48 of the ENI CBC IR direct costs of the
Beneficiary shall be eligible in accordance with Article 48.5 of the ENI CBC IR

Cost listed in Article 49 of the ENI CBC IR relating to the implementation of the Project shall
not be considered eligible.

Eligible costs may also be constituted by any or a combination of the following cost options:



10.5

10.6

10.7

10.9

10.10

a) unit costs;

b) flat-rate financing;

The methods used by the Lead Beneficiary/Beneficiaries to determine unit costs or flat-rates
shall be clearly described and substantiated in Annex II Budget for the Project and shall ensure
compliance with the no-profit rule and shall avoid double funding of costs. The information
used can be based on the Lead Beneficiary/Beneficiary's historical and/or actual accounting or
on external information where available and appropriate.

Costs declared under simplified cost options shall satisfy the eligibility criteria set out in
Article 10.1 and 10.2. They do not need to be backed by accounting or supporting documents,
save those necessary to demonstrate the fulfilment of the conditions for reimbursement
established in Annex I and II. These costs may not include ineligible costs as referred to in
Article 10.3 or costs already declared under another costs item or heading of the Budget for the
Project. The amounts or rates of unit costs or flat-rates set out in Annex II Budget for the
Project may not be amended unilaterally and may not be challenged by ex post verifications.

The total amount of financing that may be awarded on the basis of simplified cost options in
accordance with Article 10.4 a) tob) may not exceed EUR 60 000 per each project.

The indirect costs for the Project are those eligible costs which may not be identified as specific
costs directly linked to the implementation of the Project and may not be booked to it directly
according to the conditions of eligibility in Article 10.1. However, they are incurred by the
Lead Beneficiary/ Beneficiaries in connection with the eligible direct costs for the Project. They
may not include ineligible costs as referred to in Article 10.3 or costs already declared under
another costs item or heading of the Budget for the Project.

A fixed percentage of the total amount of direct eligible costs of the Project not exceeding the
percentage laid down in Article 3 of this Contract may be claimed to cover indirect costs for the
Project. Flat-rate funding in respect of indirect costs does not need to be supported by
accounting documents. This amount shall not be taken into account with regard to the
maximum amount of simplified cost options.

Any contributions in kind, which shall be listed separately in Annex II Budget, do not represent
actual expenditure and are not eligible costs. Contributions in kind may not be treated as co-
financing by the Lead Beneficiary/Beneficiaries. The cost of staff assigned to the Project shall
not be considered as contribution in kind and may be considered as part of the minimum 10 %
co-financing.

The grant may not produce a profit for the Beneficiary. Profit is defined as a surplus of the
receipts over the eligible costs approved by the Managing Authority when the request for
payment of the balance is made. The receipts to be taken into account are the consolidated
receipts on the date on which the payment request for the balance is made by the Lead
Beneficiary that fall within one of the three following categories:

a) revenue generated by the Project above the threshold of the Lead Beneficiary’s and
Beneficiaries’ co-financing

b) financial contributions specifically assigned by the donors to the financing of the same
eligible costs financed by this Contract and declared by the Lead Beneficiary as actual
costs under this Contract. Further details of handling financial contributions paid by
donors are laid down in programme rules.

c) interest from pre-financing in case it has not been used for project activities.



10.11

10.12

Where the final amount of the grant determined in accordance with the Contract would result in
a profit, it shall be reduced according to programme rules.

Without prejudice to Article 17.10-22, the time-limits for approval of a report and subsequent
payments may be suspended by notifying the Lead Beneficiary that:

a) the amount indicated in its request of payments is not due, or;
b) proper supporting documents have not been supplied, or;

¢) clarifications, modifications or additional information to the narrative or financial
sections of reports are needed, or;

d) there are doubts on the eligibility of expenditure and it is necessary to carry out
additional checks, including on-the-spot checks to make sure that the expenditure is
eligible, or;

e) it is necessary to verify whether presumed substantial errors, irregularities or fraud
have occurred in the grant award procedure or the implementation of the Project,
or;

f) itis necessary to verify whether the Lead Beneficiary have breached any substantial
obligations under this Contract, or;

g) the visibility obligations set out in Article 19 are not complied with.

The suspension of the time-limits for approval of a report and subsequent payments starts when
the above notification is sent to the Lead Beneficiary. The time-limit starts running again on the
date on which a correctly formulated request for payment is recorded and/or the required
information is received. The Lead Beneficiary shall provide any requested information,
clarification or document within 30 days of the request.

If, notwithstanding the information, clarification or document provided by the Lead Beneficiary,
the payment request is still inadmissible, or if the award procedure or the implementation of the
grant proves to have been subject to substantial errors, irregularities, fraud, or breach of
obligations, then the Managing Authority may refuse to proceed further with payments and
may, in the cases foreseen in Article 17.10-22, terminate accordingly this Contract.

In addition, the Managing Authority may also suspend payments as a precautionary measure
without prior notice, prior to, or instead of, terminating this Contract as provided for in Article
17.10-22, as well as applying administrative penalties.

The Lead Beneficiary shall ensure the respect of the State Aid applicable legislation, as well as
the State Aid provisions laid out in Chapter 10 of the Association Agreement between the
European Union and Ukraine, in accordance with the instructions set out in the Project
implementation manual.

ARTICLE 11 — ACCOUNTS AND TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL CHECKS

11.1

The Lead Beneficiary shall keep accurate and regular accounts of the implementation of the
Project using an appropriate accounting and double-entry book-keeping system. The accounts:

a) may be an integrated part of or an adjunct to the Beneficiary’s regular system;

10



11.2

11.3

11.4

11.5

11.6

11.7

b) shall comply with the accounting and bookkeeping policies and rules that apply in the
country concerned;

c) shall enable income and expenditure relating to the Project to be easily traced, identified
and verified.

The Lead Beneficiary shall ensure that financial section of any report as required under Article
6 and in the Project implementation manual of the Programme can be properly and easily
reconciled to the accounting and bookkeeping system and to the underlying accounting and
other relevant records. For this purpose, the Lead Beneficiary shall prepare and keep
appropriate reconciliations, supporting schedules, analyses and breakdowns for inspection and
verification.

The Lead Beneficiary shall allow verifications to be carried out by the Managing Authority, the
National Authority, the Audit Authority and members of Group of Auditors, the Control
Contact Point, the European Commission, the European Anti-Fraud Office, the AFCOS in
Member States and the anti-fraud body identified in the Financing Agreement by Ukraine, the
European Court of Auditors and any external auditor authorised by any of these bodies. The
Lead Beneficiary has to take all steps to facilitate their work.

The Lead Beneficiary shall allow the above entities to:

d) access the sites and locations at which the Project is implemented;

€) examine its accounting and information systems, documents and databases concerning the
technical and financial management of the Project;

f) take copies of documents;
g) carry out on the-spot-checks;

h) conduct a full audit on the basis of all accounting documents and any other document
relevant to the financing of the Project.

Additionally the European Anti-Fraud Office and the other above-mentioned anti-fraud
agencies, shall be allowed to carry out on-the-spot checks and inspections in accordance with
the procedures laid down by the European Union legislation for the protection of the financial
interests of the European Union against fraud and other irregularities, as well as the Financing
Agreement between the European Commission and Ukraine. Where appropriate, the findings
may lead to recovery by the European Commission.

Access given to agents of the above-mentioned bodies carrying out verifications as provided for
by this Article as well as by Article 6.7 and 7.6 shall be on the basis of confidentiality with
respect to third parties, without prejudice to the obligations of public law to which they are
subject.

Each Beneficiary shall keep all records, accounting and supporting documents related to this
Contract for five years following the payment of the balance of the programme, in accordance
with Article 70 of the ENI CBC IR, and in any case until any on-going audit, verification,
appeal, litigation or pursuit of claim has been disposed of. The Managing Authority shall
inform the Lead Beneficiary when the payment of the balance of the Programme is made by the
European Commission.

They shall be easily accessible and filed so as to facilitate their examination and the Lead

Beneficiary shall inform the Managing Authority of their precise location in the final report.
The Lead Beneficiary shall inform of any change of location without delay..

11



11.8

11.9

All the supporting documents shall be available either in the original form, including in
electronic form, or in duly justified cases as a copy.

In addition to the reports mentioned in Article 6, the documents referred to in this Article
include, inter alia:

a) Accounting records (computerised or manual) from the Lead Beneficiary’s accounting
system such as general ledger, sub-ledgers and payroll accounts, fixed assets registers and
other relevant accounting information;

b) Proof of procurement procedures such as tendering documents, bids from tenderers and
evaluation reports;

¢) Proof of commitments such as contracts and order forms;

d) Proof of delivery of services such as approved reports, time sheets, photos, transport
tickets, proof of attending seminars, conferences and training courses (including relevant
documentation and material delivered, certificates) etc;

e) Proof of receipt of goods such as delivery slips from suppliers;

f) Proof of completion of works, such as acceptance certificates, photos, quality certificates
and final technical documentation;

g) Proof of purchase such as invoices and receipts;

h) Proof of payment such as bank statements, debit notices, proof of settlement by the
contractor;

i) Proof that taxes and/or VAT that have been paid cannot actually be reclaimed;
j) For fuel and oil expenses, a summary list of the distance covered, the average
consumption of the vehicles used, fuel costs and maintenance costs;

k) Staff and payroll records such as contracts, salary statements, social security documents
and time sheets.

11.10 Failure to comply with the obligations set forth in this Article constitutes a case of breach of a

substantial obligation under this Contract. In this case, the Managing Authority may in
particular suspend the Contract, approval of a report, payments or the time-limit for a payment,
terminate the Contract and reduce the grant.

ARTICLE 12 - OWNERSHIP/USE OF RESULTS AND ASSETS

12.1

12.2

12.3

12.4

Ownership of, and title and intellectual and industrial property rights to, the Project's results,
reports and other documents relating to it will be vested in the Lead Beneficiary and
Beneficiary(ies), in accordance with the conditions stipulated in the Partnership Agreement..

Without prejudice to Article 12.1, the Beneficiary grants the Managing Authority/Joint
Technical Secretariat (and the European Commission) the right to use freely and as it sees fit,
and in particular, to store, modify, translate, display, reproduce by any technical procedure,
publish or communicate by any medium all documents deriving from the Project whatever their
form, provided it does not thereby breach existing industrial and intellectual property rights.

The Lead Beneficiary shall ensure that it has all rights to use any pre-existing intellectual
property rights necessary to implement this Contract.

In case natural, recognizable persons are depicted in a photograph or film, the Lead Beneficiary

shall, in the final report to the Joint Technical Secretariat, submit a statement of these persons
giving their permissions for the described use of their images. The above does not refer to
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12.5

12.6

12.7

photographs taken or films shot in public places where random members of the public are
identifiable only hypothetically and to public persons acting in their public activities.

Unless otherwise clearly specified in the Description of the Project in Annex I, the equipment,
vehicles and supplies paid for by the Budget for the Project shall be transferred to the final
beneficiaries of the Project, at the latest when submitting the final report.

If there are no final beneficiaries of the Project to whom the equipment, vehicles and supplies
can be transferred, the Lead Beneficiary may retain ownership of these items or may transfer
these items to:

> local authorities
» local Beneficiary(ies)

Such cases should be clearly specified in the Description of the Project in Annex I. Any
deviation from the planned ownership and use of equipment, vehicles and supplies is subject to
prior authorization. The Lead Beneficiary shall submit a justified written request for
authorisation to the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat, with an inventory listing
the items concerned and a proposal concerning their use, in due time and at the latest with the
submission of the final report.

In no event may the end use jeopardize the sustainability of the Project or result in a profit for
the Lead Beneficiary/Beneficiaries.

Copies of the proofs of transfer of any equipment and vehicles for which the purchase cost was
more than 5.000 EUR per item, shall be attached to the final report. Proofs of transfer of
equipment and vehicles whose purchase cost was less than 5.000 EUR per item shall be kept by
the Lead Beneficiary for control purposes.

In accordance with Article 39.3 of ENI CBC IR, any project including an infrastructure
component shall repay the Union contribution if, within five years of the project closure or
within the period of time set out in state aid rules, where applicable, it is subject to a substantial
change affecting its nature, objectives or implementation conditions which would result in
undermining its original objectives. Sums unduly paid in respect of the project shall be
recovered by the Managing Authority in proportion to the period for which the requirement has
not been fulfilled.

ARTICLE 13 - EVALUATION/MONITORING OF THE PROJECT

13.1

13.2

If the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat or the European Commission carries out
an interim or ex post evaluation or a monitoring mission, the Lead Beneficiary shall undertake
to provide it and/or the persons authorised by it with the documents or information necessary
for the evaluation or monitoring mission.

If either the Lead Beneficiary or the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat carries out
or commissions an evaluation in the course of the Project, it shall provide the other with a copy
of the evaluation report.

ARTICLE 14 - RECOVERY

14.1

If any amount is unduly paid to any the project beneficiary, or if recovery is justified under the
terms of this Contract, the beneficiary undertakes to pay the Lead Beneficiary, who will repay
the Managing Authority these amounts.

13



14.2

14.3

14.4

14.5

14.6

14.7

14.8

14.9

In particular, payments made do not preclude the possibility for the Managing Authority to
issue a recovery order following an expenditure verification report, a check or an audit or
further verification of the payment request

If a verification reveals that the methods used by the beneficiary to determine unit costs or flat-
rates are not compliant with the conditions established in this Contract, the Managing Authority
shall be entitled to reduce the final amount of the grant proportionately up to the amount of the
unit costs or flat rate financing.

The Lead Beneficiary undertakes to repay any amounts paid in excess of the final amount due
to the Managing Authority within60 days of the receipt of the debit note accompanied by the
letter by which the Joint Technical Secretariat/Managing Authority requests the amount owed
by the Lead Beneficiary.

Should the beneficiary fail to make repayment within the deadline set by the Managing
Authority, the Managing Authority may increase the amounts due by adding interest at the rate
applied by the European Central Bank to its main refinancing transactions in euro on the first
working day of the month in which the time-limit expired, plus three and a half percentage
points. The default interest shall be incurred over the time which elapses between the date of
the payment deadline set by the Managing Authority, and the date on which payment is actually
made. Any partial payments shall first cover the interest thus established.

Amounts to be repaid to the Managing Authority may be offset against amounts of any kind
due to the beneficiary corresponding to the HU-SK-RO-UA ENI CBC 2014-2020 funds by the
Managing Authority, after informing it accordingly. This shall not affect the Parties’ right to
agree on payment in instalments.

The repayment under Article 14.4 or the offsetting under Article 14.6 amount to the payment of
the balance.

Bank charges incurred by the repayment of amounts due to the Managing Authority shall be
borne entirely by the beneficiary.

Without prejudice to the prerogative of the Managing Authority, if necessary, the European
Commission may, as donor, proceed itself to the recovery by any means.

ARTICLE 15 - AWARD AND IMPLEMENTATION OF SUBCONTRACTS

15.1

15.3

If the Lead Beneficiary and Beneficiaries have to conclude subcontracts with contractors in
order to carry out the Project, with the exception of the infrastructure costs, these may only
cover a limited portion of the Project and shall respect the contract-award rules and rules of
nationality and origin set out in the ENI CBC IR and in the Project implementation manual of
the Programme. In particular, the beneficiary may not set any limitation to the nationality of the
contractor. All supplies purchased shall originate from an eligible country, as defined in Article
9 of the ENI CBC IR. However, they may originate from any country when the amount of the
supplies to be purchased is below 100.000€.

To the extent relevant, the Beneficiaries shall ensure that the conditions applicable to them
under Articles 4, 6, 8, 11 and 19 are also applicable to all subcontractors. The Lead Beneficiary
shall provide in its report to the Joint Technical Secretariat a comprehensive and detailed report
on the award and implementation of the contracts awarded under Article 15.1, in accordance
with the reporting requirements.

In duly justified cases, the subcontracting limit does not apply to Projects focused on
investment activities, notably to Large Infrastructure Projects.
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ARTICLE 16 - AMENDMENT OF THE CONTRACT

16.1

16.2

16.3

16.4

16.5

16.6

Any amendment to this Contract, including the annexes thereto, shall be set out in writing. This
Contract can be modified only during its execution period.

The amendment may not have the purpose or the effect of making changes to this Contract that
would call into question the grant award decision or be contrary to the equal treatment of
applicants.

If an amendment is requested by the beneficiaries, the Lead Beneficiary shall submit a duly
justified request to the Joint Technical Secretariat 30 days before the date on which the
amendment should enter into force, unless there are special circumstances duly substantiated
and accepted by the Joint Technical Secretariat. Such amendment will be embodied in form of
an Addendum to the Contract.

Where the amendment to the Budget and/or Description of the Project does not affect the basic
purpose of the Project and the financial impact is limited to a transfer between items within the
same main budget heading including cancellation or introduction of an item, or a transfer
between main budget headings involving a variation of 20% or less of the amount originally
entered (or as modified by addendum) in relation to each concerned main heading for eligible
costs, the Lead Beneficiary may amend the Budget and/or Description of the Project and shall
inform the Joint Technical Secretariat accordingly. Lead Beneficiary shall submit such
amendments collected during the concerned reporting period in form of a ‘request for
modification(s)’ for approval to the Joint Technical Secretariat by the end of the reporting
period but in the interim or final report at the latest. This method may not be used to amend the
headings for indirect costs, or the amounts or rates of simplified cost options defined in the
Contract.

Changes of address, bank account or auditor may simply be notified by the Lead Beneficiary.
However, in duly substantiated circumstances, the Joint Technical Secretariat may oppose the
Lead Beneficiary’s choice.

In case the Lead Beneficiary fails to properly inform the Joint Technical Secretariat on the
details of its bank account opened specifically for the project, all consequences including those
of financial nature shall be borne by the Lead Beneficiary.

The Joint Technical Secretariat reserves the right to require that the auditor referred to in
Article21.2 be replaced if considerations which were unknown when this Contract was signed
cast doubt on the auditor’s independence or there is no compliance with professional standards
or the terms of reference for expenditure verification set out by the programme.

ARTICLE 17 - EXTENSION, SUSPENSION AND TERMINATION OF THE CONTRACT

17.1

17.2

The implementation period of the Project is laid down in Article 2 of this Contract. The Lead
Beneficiary shall inform the Joint Technical Secretariat without delay of any circumstances
likely to hamper or delay the implementation of the Project. In exceptional and justified cases
the Lead Beneficiary may request an extension of the Project implementation period no later
than 30 days before it ends in accordance with Article 16. The request shall be accompanied by
all the supporting evidence needed for its appraisal. Final decision on such requests is a subject
of approval by the Managing Authority. The project can be extended only once and maximum
with 6 months. In the event of unforeseen and duly justified needs or circumstances, following
a reasoned request from the Lead Beneficiary, the Joint Monitoring Committee may agree on
further extension of the implementation period of a Project.

The Lead Beneficiary may suspend implementation of the Project, or any part thereof, if
exceptional circumstances, notably of force majeure, make such implementation excessively
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17.3

17.4

17.4

17.5

17.6

17.7

17.8

17.9

difficult or dangerous. The Lead Beneficiary shall inform the Joint Technical Secretariat
without delay, stating the nature, probable duration and foreseeable effects of the suspension.

The Lead Beneficiary or the Managing Authority may then terminate this Contract in
accordance with Article 17.10. If the Contract is not terminated, the Lead Beneficiary shall
endeavour to minimise the time of its suspension and any possible damage and shall resume
implementation once circumstances allow, informing the Joint Technical Secretariat
accordingly.

The Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat may request the Lead Beneficiary to
suspend implementation of the Project, or any part thereof, if exceptional circumstances,
notably of force majeure, make such implementation excessively difficult or dangerous. To this
purpose, the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat shall inform the Lead Beneficiary
stating the nature and probable duration of the suspension.

The Lead Beneficiary or the Managing Authority may then terminate this Contract in
accordance with Article17.10-22. If the Contract is not terminated, the Lead Beneficiary shall
endeavour to minimise the time of its suspension and any possible damage and shall resume
implementation once circumstances allow and after having obtained the approval of the
Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat.

The Managing Authority may also suspend this Contract or the participation of a Lead
Beneficiary/Beneficiaries in this Contract if the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat
has evidence that, or if, for objective and well justified reasons, the Managing Authority/Joint
Technical Secretariat deems necessary to verify whether presumably:

a) the grant award procedure or the implementation of the Project has been subject to
substantial errors, irregularities, fraud or corruption;

b) the Lead Beneficiary/Beneficiaries have breached any substantial obligation under this
Contract.

The Lead Beneficiary shall provide any requested information, clarification or document within
30 days of receipt of the requests sent by the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat.
If, notwithstanding the information, clarification or document provided by the Lead
Beneficiary, the award procedure or the implementation of the grant prove to have been subject
to substantial errors, irregularities, fraud, or breach of obligations, then the Managing Authority
may terminate this Contract according to Article 17.11.

The term force majeure, as used herein covers any unforeseeable events, not within the control
of either party to this Contract and which by the exercise of due diligence neither party is able
to overcome such as acts of God, strikes, lock-outs or other industrial disturbances, acts of the
public enemy, wars whether declared or not, blockades, insurrection, riots, epidemics,
landslides, earthquakes, storms, lightning, floods, washouts, civil disturbances, explosion. A
decision of the European Union to suspend the cooperation with the Partner Country is
considered to be a case of force majeure when it implies suspending funding under this
Contract.

The Lead Beneficiary shall not be held in breach of its contractual obligations if it is prevented
from fulfilling them by circumstances of force majeure.

In case of suspension according to Articles 17.2, 17.4 and 17.6, the implementation period of
the Project shall be extended by a period equivalent to the length of suspension, without
prejudice to any amendment to the Contract that may be necessary to adapt the Project to the
new implementing conditions.
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17.10 In the cases foreseen in Article 17.2 and 17.4, if the Lead Beneficiary or the Managing
Authority believes that this Contract can no longer be executed effectively or appropriately, it
shall duly consult the other. Failing agreement on a solution, the Lead Beneficiary or the
Managing Authority may terminate this Contract by serving two-months written notice, without
being required to pay indemnity.

17.11

Without prejudice to Article 17.10, in the following circumstances the Managing Authority
may, after having duly consulted the Lead Beneficiary, terminate this Contract without any
indemnity on its part when:

a)

b)

d)

g)

h)

)

k)

the Lead Beneficiary fails, without justification, to fulfil any substantial obligation
incumbent on them individually or collectively by this Contract and, after being given
notice by letter to comply with those obligations, still fails to do so or to furnish a
satisfactory explanation within 30 days of receipt of the letter;

the Lead Beneficiary or any person that assumes unlimited liability for the debts of the
Lead Beneficiary is bankrupt, subject to insolvency or winding up procedures, is having
its assets administered by a liquidator or by the courts, has entered into an arrangement
with creditors, has suspended business activities, or is in any analogous situation arising
from a similar procedure provided for under any national law or regulations relevant to
the Beneficiary;

the Lead Beneficiary, or any related entity or person, have been found guilty of an
offence concerning their professional conduct proven by any means;

it has been established by a final judgment or a final administrative decision or by proof
in possession of the Managing Authority that the Lead Beneficiary has been guilty of
fraud, corruption, involvement in a criminal organisation, money laundering or terrorist
financing, terrorist related offences, child labour or other forms of trafficking in human
beings or has committed an irregularity;

a change to the Lead Beneficiary’s legal, financial, technical, organisational or ownership
situation or the termination of the participation of the Lead Beneficiary substantially
affects the implementation of this Contract or calls into question the decision awarding
the grant;

the Lead Beneficiary or any related person, are guilty of misrepresentation in supplying
the information required in the award procedure or in the implementation of the Project or
fail to supply — or fail to supply within the deadlines set under this Contract - any
information related to the Project required by the Managing Authority/Joint Technical
Secretariat;

the Lead Beneficiary has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social
security contributions or the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of
the country in which it is established,;

the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat has evidence that the Lead
Beneficiary, or any related entity or person, has committed substantial errors,
irregularities or fraud in the award procedure or in the implementation of the Project;

the Lead Beneficiary is subject to an administrative penalty referred to in Article 17.18;

the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat has evidence that the Lead
Beneficiary is subject to a conflict of interests;

the European Commission has evidence that the Lead Beneficiary has committed
systemic or recurrent errors or irregularities, fraud, or serious breach of obligations under
other grants financed by the European Union and awarded to that specific Lead
Beneficiary under similar conditions, provided that those errors, irregularities, fraud or
serious breach of obligations have a material impact on this grant.
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17.12

17.13

17.14

17.15

17.16

17.17

The cases of termination under points (b), (c), (d), (h), (j) and (k) may refer also to persons
who are members of the administrative, management or supervisory body of the Lead
Beneficiary and/or to persons having powers of representation, decision or control with regard
to the Lead Beneficiary.

In the cases referred to in points (c), (f), (h) and (k) above, any related person means any
physical person with powers of representation, decision-making or control in relation to the
Lead Beneficiary. Any related entity means, in particular, any entity which meets the criteria
laid down by Article 1 of the Seventh Council Directive No 83/349/EEC of 13 June 1983.

In duly justified cases, the participation of a Beneficiary(ies) in this Contract may be also
terminated by the Lead Beneficiary. To this purpose, the Lead Beneficiary shall communicate
to the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat the reasons for the termination of its
participation and the date on which the termination shall take effect, as well as a proposal on
the reallocation of the tasks of the Beneficiary(ies) whose participation is terminated, or on its
possible replacement. The proposal shall be sent in good time before the termination is due to
take effect. If the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat agrees, the Contract shall be
amended accordingly in conformity with Article 16 with the prior written consent of the Joint
Monitoring Committee.

The payment obligations of the Managing Authority under this Contract shall end 18 months
after the implementation period laid down in Article 2,unless this Contract is terminated
according to Article 17.10-22.

The Managing Authority shall postpone this end date, so as to be able to fulfil its payment
obligations, in all cases where the Lead Beneficiary has submitted a payment request in
accordance with contractual provisions or, in case of dispute, until completion of the dispute
settlement procedure provided for in Article 18. The Managing Authority shall notify the Lead
Beneficiary of any postponement of the end date.

This Contract may be terminated if it has not given rise to any payment by the Managing
Authority on top of the first instalment within two years of its signature.

The Joint Monitoring Committee will be notified by the Managing Authority concerning
eventual decisions to terminate a Contract.

Upon termination of this Contract the Lead Beneficiary shall take all immediate steps to bring
the Project to a close in a prompt and orderly manner and to reduce further expenditure to a
minimum.

Without prejudice to Article 10, the Lead Beneficiary shall be entitled to payment only for the
part of the Project carried out, excluding costs relating to current commitments that are due to
be executed after termination.

To this purpose, the Lead Beneficiary shall introduce a payment request to the Managing
Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat within the time limit of three months starting from the
date of termination.

In the event of termination according to Article 17.11, the Managing Authority may agree to
reimburse the unavoidable residual expenditures incurred during the notice period, provided,
the first paragraph of this Article has been properly executed.

In the cases of termination foreseen in Article 17.12 a), c), d), f), h) and k) the Managing

Authority may, after having properly consuited the Lead Beneficiary and depending on the
gravity of the failings, request full or partial repayment of amounts unduly paid for the Project.
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17.18

17.19

17.20

17.21

17.22

Without prejudice to the application of other remedies laid down in the Contract, a sanction of
exclusion from all contracts and grants financed by the EU, may be imposed, after an
adversarial procedure, upon the Lead Beneficiary who, in particular,

is guilty of grave professional misconduct, has committed irregularities or has been
found in serious breach of its contractual obligations. The duration of the exclusion
shall not exceed the duration set by final judgement or final administrative decision or,
in the absence thereof, three years;

is guilty of fraud, corruption and participation in a criminal organisation, money
laundering, terrorist-related offences, child labour or trafficking in human beings. The
duration of the exclusion shall not exceed the duration set by final judgement or final
administrative decision or, in the absence thereof, five years;

In the situations mentioned in Article 17.18, in addition or in alternative to the sanction of
exclusion, the Lead Beneficiary may also be subject to financial penalties representing 2-10% of
the contract value.

Where the Managing Authority is entitled to impose financial penalties, it may deduct such
financial penalties from any sums due to the Lead Beneficiary or call on the appropriate
guarantee.

The decision to impose administrative sanctions may be published on a dedicated internet-site,
explicitly naming the Lead Beneficiary.

The abovementioned administrative sanctions may also be imposed to persons who are
members of the administrative, management or supervisory body of the Lead Beneficiary, to
persons having powers of representation, decision or control with regard to the Lead
Beneficiary.

ARTICLE 18 - APPLICABLE LAW AND DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

18.1

18.2

18.3

18.4

This Contract shall be governed by the Hungarian law, being the law of the country of the
Managing Authority.

The parties to this Contract shall do everything possible to settle amicably any dispute arising
between them during the implementation of this Contract. To that end, they shall communicate
their positions and any solution that they consider possible in writing, and meet each other at
either's request. The Lead Beneficiary and the Managing Authority shall reply to a request sent
for an amicable settlement within 30 days. Once this period has expired, or if the attempt to
reach amicable settlement has not produced an agreement within 120 days of the first request,
the Lead Beneficiary or the Managing Authority may notify the other part that it considers the
procedure to have failed.

In the event of failure to reach an amicable agreement, the dispute may by common agreement
of the Lead Beneficiary and the Managing Authority be submitted for conciliation by the
European Commission. If no settlement is reached within 120 days of the opening of the
conciliation procedure, each party may notify the other that it considers the procedure to have
failed.

In the event of failure of the above procedures, each party to this Contract may submit the
dispute to the courts of the country of the Managing Authority
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ARTICLE 19 — VISIBILITY

19.1

19.2

19.3

19.4

19.5

Unless the European Commission agrees or requests otherwise, the Lead Beneficiary shall take
all necessary steps to publicise the fact that the European Union has financed or co-financed the
Project. Such measures shall comply with the Communication and Visibility Manual for
European Union External Actions laid down and published by the European Commission, that
can be found at: https://ec.europa.euw/europeaid/funding/communication-and-visibility-manual-
eu-external-actions_en

and with any other provisions of the Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine ENI Cross-border
Cooperation Programme 2014-2020, as published in the web-site of the Programme.

The Lead Beneficiary shall submit a communication plan for the approval of the Managing
Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat and report on its implementation in accordance with
Article 6.

In particular, the Lead Beneficiary shall mention the Project and the European Union's
financial contribution in information given to the final recipients of the Project, in its annual
reports, and in any dealings with the media. It shall display the European Union and
Programme logos wherever appropriate.

Any notice or publication by the Beneficiary concerning the Project, including those given at
conferences or seminars, shall specify that the Project has received European Union funding by
the Programme. Any publication by the Beneficiary, in whatever form and by whatever
medium, including the internet, shall include the following statement: ‘This document has been
produced with the financial assistance of the European Union and the Programme. The contents
of this document are the sole responsibility of WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania —
Maramures Branch and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of
the Managing Authority/ Joint Technical Secretariat or the European Union.’

The Lead Beneficiary authorises the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat and the
European Commission to publish its name and address, nationality, the purpose of the grant,
duration and location as well as the maximum amount of the grant and the rate of funding of
the Project's costs, as laid down in Article 3. Derogation from publication of this information
may be granted if it could endanger the Lead Beneficiary or harm his/her interest.

ARTICLE 20 - DATA PROTECTION

20.1

20.2

Any personal data will be processed in accordance with applicable national legislation solely
for the purposes of the performance, management, monitoring and control of this Contract by
the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat and may also be passed to the bodies
charged with monitoring or inspection tasks under European Union law. Lead Beneficiary will
have the right of access to his/her personal data and the right to rectify any such data.

The Lead Beneficiary shall limit access and use of personal data to that strictly necessary for
the performance, management, monitoring and control of this Contract and shall adopt all
appropriate technical and organisational security measures necessary to preserve the strictest
confidentiality and limit access to this data.

ARTICLE 21 - CONTRACT ADDRESSES
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21.1 Any communication relating to this Contract, including payment requests and attached reports,
requests for changes to bank account arrangements must be in writing, state the number and title
of the Project and be sent to the following addresses:

For the Joint Technical Secretariat (on behalf of the Managing Authority)
Hungary, 1053 Budapest, Szép u. 2., IV. Floor

For the Lead Beneficiary

Romania, Baia Mare Unirii Boulevard 12A/86 430272

21.2 The audit company which will carry out the verification(s) for the Ukrainian Lead Beneficiary
and/or Ukrainian Beneficiary(ies)referred to in Article 6.7 is/are

LLC "Audit Company "DK-Ukraine"
Tel: +38 032 298 85 40 Lviv, Lychakivska Str. 47/3
Email: audit@dk.ua

* k%

Article 22 - ANNEXES
22.1 The following documents are annexed to the Contract and form an integral part of it:

Annex [: Description of the Project (updated part of the GAF (incl. Activity, Time,
Communication, Procurement, (Risk management) plans and Logical Framework
Matrix)

Annex II: Budget of the Project indicated per Beneficiary including ENI share in amount and in
percentage

Annex II1: Financial identification form

Annex [V: Legal Entity Sheet
Annex V: Partnership Agreement

22.2 In the event of conflict between the provisions of the present Contract and any Annex thereto, the
provisions of the Contract shall take precedence.

Done in English in 7 originals, one original being for the Managing Authority, two original being for
the Joint Technical Secretariat and 4 originals being for the Lead Beneficiary.
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For the Lead Beneficiary For the Managing Authority /,«
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Slovakia
Romania
Ukraine

Managing Authority: Prime Minister’s Office of Hungary
Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine
ENI Cross-border Cooperation Programme

2014-2020

Grant Application Form

for the 2nd Call for Proposals_2017

Open call procedure for regular project proposals

Deadline for submission: 30/11/2017



1. General information

1.1. Project identification

Reference of the call for proposals

HUSKROUA/1702

Thematic objective'

6. TO - Environmental protection, climate change
mitigation and adaptation

Programme priority?

6.1 Sustainable use of the environmentin thecross border
area

Project full title

OPEN BORDERS FOR WILDLIFE IN THE CARPATHIANS

Project acronym

OBWIC

Name of the Lead Applicant[in English] and country of
registration?

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania-
Maramures Branch,Romania

Applicant(s)*

Slovak Ornithological Society/BirdLife Slovakia
NGO RachivEcoTur
Aggtelek National Park Directorate

—SETIOT TS o e GudeElmeEs far Apblicants
2 Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants
® Section 2.1.2 (a) in the Guidelines for Applicants
4 Section 2.1.2 (¢) in the Guidelines for Applicants

1.2. Information on the Lead Applicant

Name of the Lead Applicant

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania-
Maramures Branch

AsociatiaWWF Programul Dunére Carpati Romania-Filiala
Maramures

Legal status®

Private

Postal address

BaiaMareUniriiBoulevard12A/86
430272
Romania

Telephone/fax

+40262224035
+40735552931

Email

apuscas@wwfdcp.ro

Contactperson and position within the organization/
institution:

Ms. ALEXANDRA ERICA PUSCAS legal representative/project
manager

Mobile and e-mail of the contact person

+40262224035
+40735552931
apuscas@wwfdcp.ro

Website of the Lead Applicant

www.wwf.ro




®Section 2.1.1 (1) in the Guidelines for Applicants. The statutes must make it possible to ascertain that the organisation was set up by an act governed by the national law of the
country concerned (Hungary, Slovakia, Romania and Ukraine). In this respect, any legal entity whose statutes have been established in another country cannot be considered as an
eligible local organisation

1.3. Information on the other Applicants

Name of Applicant 1 Slovenskej ornitologickej spoloénosti/BirdLife Slovensko
Slovak Ornithological Society/BirdLife Slovakia
Country of registration of Applicant 1 Slovakia
Name of Applicant 2 PaxiBEkoTyp
NGO RachivEcoTur
Country of registration of Applicant 2 Ukraine
Name of Applicant 3 AggtelekiNemzeti Parklgazgatésag

Aggtelek National Park Directorate

Country of registration of Applicant 3 Hungary

1.4. Summary of the Project

Location of the project activities Lead Applicant-WWF MM RO, Romania, Maramures, Baia
Mare, Sighetu Marmatiei, Baia Sprie, Borsa, Cavnic, Viseu
de Sus, Targu Lapus, Petrova, Bistra

Applicant 1 - SOS SK, Slovakia, Kosicky samospavny kraj,
Kosice, Michalovce, Spisska Nova Ves, Trebisov, Roznana
Applicant 1 - SOS SK, Slovakia, Presovsky samospavny kraj,
Presov, Lipany, Bardejov, Poprad

Applicant 2 - RET UA, Ukraine, Zakarpattia, raions:
Berehove, Irshava, Khust, Mizhhiria,
Mukachevo,Perechyn,Rakhiv, Svaliava, Uzhhorod, Volovets
Applicant 2 - RET UA, Ukraine, Ilvano-Frankivsk,
Bohorodchany Raion, Verkhovyna, Halych, Horodenka,
Dolyna, Kalush, Kolomyia, Kosiv, Nadvirna

Applicant 2 - RET UA, Ukraine, Ivano-Frankivsk,
Rohatyn,Rozhniativ,Sniatyn, Tysmenytsia, Tlumach; Cities:
Bolekhiv, lvano,Kalush,Kolomyia,Yaremche
Applicant 3 - ANPD HU, Hungary, Borsod-Abatj-Zemplén
megye,
0zd,Kazincbarcika,Szikszé,Satoraljaijhely,Eméd,Mezékoves
d,Tokaj,Tiszaujvaros,Nyékladhaza,Szendré

Applicant 3 - ANPD HU, Hungary, Borsod-Abaij-Zemplén
megye,
Sajészentpéter,Borsodnadasd,Edelény,Abaujszanté,Szeren
cs,Cigand,Putnok,Gonc,Felsézsolca,Palhaza,Encs

Lead Applicant-WWF MM RO, Romania, Maramureg, Baiut,
Barsana, Bogdan Voda, Campulung La Tisa,Ocna Sugatag,

Nature of the project® Integrated Project

Type of the action’ Soft project




Duration of the project (months)? 30

Project overview Open Borderforwildlifeinthe Carpathians contributes to
effective protectionofbiodiversityintheCarpathian
Ecoregion by maintaining and improving ecological
connectivity hetween habitats and maintaining ecosystem
functions and services, the cornerstone of sustainable
development.

Focus projectarea,approximately4000000 ha, partofthe
Carpathians, is one of the most important global
repositories of natural wealth, recognized by the
Carpathian governments with the signing of the
Convention for the Protection and Sustainable
Development of the Carpathians.

Habitat loss, its fragmentation and degradation represent
the key threats to biodiversity, not only generally
worldwide, but also in the Carpathian region where the
pressure on natural resources is increasing and is doubled
by the plans to support economic growth.

The project targets preservation of common natural values
onalandscapelevel,demolishing the negative effects of
borders on habitats by: identifying key ecological corridors
oftranshoundaryinterestforlarge carnivoresasumbrella
species,withind millionhabyusingjointlydeveloped
harmonized methodology; developing in a participatory
manner and implementing management measures to
increase the favourability of ecological corridors; advocacy
actionsforprotectionofcorridors;awarenessraisingand
education on biodiversity importance as a precondition for
sustainable development oflocal communities
Project will benefit minimum 100 administrators,
custodians of protected areas (PA’s), state institutions,
environmental NGO’s and lastbutnotleast1000local
communities (4 mill.inhabitants) in ENl target area.
Projectinnovationrelatesto afirsttime partnershipof3
EU countries and Ukraine in a joint effort for ensuring
connectivity beyond bhorders for wildlife through
cooperation, field and policy work. Moreover, scientific
monitoring equipment will bring in new data on wildlife
distribution and developmentinfrastructure.

Planned total budget of the project 1 550 871.83 EUR
Requested EU contribution 1 395 784.63 EUR
- % of total eligible cost of Project 100,00

r Applicants: the projects can be either integrated (where each partner carries out a part of the activities of the joint action on its own
territory) or symmetrical (where similar activities are carried out in paralle! in the eligible territory of two or more countries)

" Infrastructure refers to a set of works, activities or services intended to produce physical assets such as roads, bicycle lanes, bridges, buildings (e.g.: rehabilitation of a bridge
or building 3 km of bicycle lanes). Soft with infrastructure component comprises of a mixture of works, activities and services that include both non-physical and physical assets
(e.g. new rules, policies or training for emergency intervention together with rehabilitation of a building that would host the intervention team and equipment). Soft: a project in
which the project's activities produce results that are not necessary tangible. A soft project starts with an idea and results in specific accomplishments that are distinguished
from the initial situation (e.g: capacity building, sharing best practice, setting up a network, writing a research, etc.)

®Section 2.1.3 in the Guidelines for Applicants




®Section 2.1.3 in the Guidelines for Applicants

1.5. Partnership

1.5.1. Composition of the Partnership

The geographically balanced partnership includes NGOs from Romania (RO), Ukraine (UA), Slovakia (SK) and
protected area administration (public authority) from Hungary (HU) with complementary competences in the field
of biodiversity conservation, sustainable development and environmental education.

WWF MM RO, part of WWF Romania started activities in Maramures in 2003 targeting sustainable use of natural
resources, identification and management of ecological corridors, wildlife monitoring, community development,
lobby, advocacy for adequate environmental legislation. WWF RO has wide experience in implementation of
biodiversity conservation projects (INTERREG, DTP, LIFE, SOP, CBC ENPI 2007-2014).

RET UA works on nature protection, scientific research, tourism, ecological education, sustainable development of
the Zakarpattia oblast. RET has wide experience in cooperating with nature parks administrators in border
region, local schools, Junior Ranger Club in Rakhiv and State Forestry Enterprises from region.

SOS SKworks on biodiversity protection, practical nature conservation activities, research and environmental
education cooperating with all relevant stakeholders in Slovakia. It has wide experience inimplementing projects
related to practical nature conservationactivities.

ANPD, HU aims at ensuring professional management of this protected area with duties such as conduction of
research activities, education, nature conservation and protection. Located in border area, international
cooperation is essential to its effective work, therefore ANPD has implemented numerous cross-border projects
and has extensive experience with bilateral and multilateral cooperation.

The consortium members have good knowledge of local, regional and national conditions and relevant
stakeholders, thus allowing for successful achievement of project objectives. Furthermore, the consortium has
capacity and resources to fully maximize use of project knowledge and policy uptake for successful protection of
nature in transhoundary areas.

1.5.2. Arrangements among Partners / beneficiaries

The Project Partners commit themselves to implement the OBWIC Project at their best capacity and shall ensure
their performance in time and in compliance with obligations to the donor. Project Partners appoint as Lead
Applicant (LA) WWF MM RO who shall coordinate project development, submission of project application in due
time, constant communication with donor, including contract signature. WWF MM RO will be legally and
financially responsible for the activities to be implemented and for the share of the EU funds and the related
received State contribution.

Project Participants shall actively cooperate in the development and implementation of the project will respect
their obligations and will use relevant programme documents as well as national legislation for project
implementation. Open communication and transparency between partners are to be constantly used for the
benefit of successful project development and implementation. In this respect, it is worth mentioning that in the
project planning phase, all partners’ representatives met in Baia Mare, RO for discussing technical aspects of the
project as well as partnership arrangements. Under the coordination of WWF MM, project application package
was carefully prepared, discussed and agreed in several webex and skype meetings withpartners.

During projectimplementation, all partners will play active roles in order to deliver targeted results, at partner
level as well as at project level. In orderto increase projecttransparency as well as its effectiveness, roles of lead
and co-lead for activity groups have been agreed among partners as such: AG 1 WWF MM RO lead, SOS SKco-
leads; AG 2 WWF MM RO lead, RET UA co-lead; AG 3 and 4: WWF MM RO lead with equal participation of all
partners. During project implementation all partners will cooperate in staffing and financing as well.



1.5.3. Task distribution/identification of roles during the project implementation

Jointprojectdevelopment-the partnering organizations were working together during the projectplanningand
development phase, assuming responsibilities for projectimplementation. Planning activities for the project
started in January 2016 with discussions on certain activities that could be builtupon prior RO-UA joint project
‘Open Border for Bears between Romanian and Ukrainian Carpathians’. A project planning meeting was
organized in 19-21 July 2017, in Baia Mare when representatives from each partner travelled to Maramures and
were actively involved in project proposal preparation as well as establishing and distributing roles among
partners. (Planning meeting ENI proposal and list of the participants may be found in the Annexes.)
Jointprojectimplementation—partners will actively participate throughout project activities; they will participate
in jointly developing a harmonized methodology for identification of ecological corridors, co-creation of
management measures as well as in joint communication and lobby and policy actions for protection of ecological
corridors of transboundary interest. There will be 5 transboundary expert meetings that will facilitate joint
discussion and agreement on project deliverables. In AG 2.2 the management measures will only be implemented
in already identified corridors of RO and UA where measures have already been jointly developed (2012-2014,
Project Open Borders for Bears between Romanian and Ukrainian Carpathians)

Jointstaffing - partners demonstrate good technical and managing capacities for projectimplementation: each
partner has 1 internal project manager and 1 financial manager; as for qualified technical experts RO has 3,HU 3
(UA and SKwill hire 1 technical expert each). In addition, RO has 1 comms, 1 educational expert; UA and SK will
hire 1 comms experteach; UA has one project officer while RO will hire 1 assistant. Staffallocation varies foreach
partner and it is visible within project budget.



2. Project Description

2.1. Overall objective of the Project

The project will contribute to making a stronger cross border cooperation region towards sustainable development by
conservationoflandscape andbiodiversityinENICarpathians (borderareaof Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine)
through maintaining and improving ecological connectivity between habitats and by maintaining ecosystem services
for the benefit of local communities, regions and society in general. By enhancing cross border cooperation for
sustainable use ofresourcesinthe Carpathians, theprojectrespondstoprogrammegoal:“strengthening prosperity
and stability ofregions in border area and avoiding emergence of dividing lines between the enlarged EU and its
neighbours”aswellasto TO 6, Priority1 Sustainable use ofenvironmentincrossborderarea. Specifically this willbe
donebyaddressingcommonchallengesinthefield ofenvironment, sustainable developmentand planning(securing
ecological connectivity via cooperation and spatial planning integration).

2.2. Please describe the specific objectives of yourproject.

$01. By 2021, the key ecological corridors of transboundary interest in the ENI Carpathians are identified by using the
common harmonized methodology developed within the project.

$02.By 2021 thefunctionality ofatleast 3 critical ecological corridorsin the RO-UA transboundary areaisimproved
by implementing at least 5 management measures as recommended by the cross-border network of experts;
(ecological corridors versus critical ecological corridors; ecological corridors are represented by more or less
continuous areas of optimal and favourable habitats that facilitate the safe and efficient dispersal of the wildlife
between core-areas or protected areas; if regular ecological corridors show an optimal to ideal state of connectivity
between natural habitats for wildlife in the studied area the critical ecological corridors are characterized by a
minimum and fragile state of connectivity between the natural habitats for wildlife, but whichis crucial for wildlife
movement at the landscape level).

$03. By 2021, the key ecological corridors of transboundary interest in the ENI Carpathians benefit of increased
protection as a result of advocacy actions.

$04. By 2021, the level of information, education and awareness on the importance of safeguarding the ecological
corridors for large carnivores in the Carpathian Mountains is increased.

2.3. Logical framework matrix

Intervention logic Indicators Sources and means of |Assumptions (What
verification other conditions must
exist?)




Overali

Project targets habitat

increased cooperation

scientific studies, GIS

no major changes in

objectives fragmentation and among 305 SH/experts |data base, maps and |political and economic
degradation which for identification and |narrative reports, policy |situation of EU
affects region’s management of documents countries, nor Ukraine
exceptional natural ecological corridors (1 |Project implementation
heritage of ENI expert network, 1 documents (printed or |environment in general
Carpathians. Via methodology, 1 network |electronic format); and biodiversity
commonapproachesfor |of ecological corridors, conservation will
ensuring nature management Photos and related continue to be
connectivityandactive (measures);300000ha |information on project |considered apriorityfor
cooperation between |of habitats connectedby website; EU countries and
stakeholders the project implementation of Ukraine whereas the
will contribute to management measures; network of ecological
successful preservation (improved functionality corridors will be
of common natural for min. 3 critical maintained and
values, ecosystem ecological corridors; extended through
services provision for |increased capacity for concrete actions in the
benefit of local nature protection for field as well aslobby and
communities and min50institutions (320 policy actions
increasing the SH)jincreased There are no unforeseen
awareness of people |awareness on contingencies regarding
livingintheareaonthe |importance ofecological partners’ capacities,
importance of corridors formin. including co-financing
biodiversity for their |500.000 stakeholders. capacity.
livelihoods.

Specific By 2021, the key JB SHcooperatingand |list of participants; relevant information is

objectives ecological corridors of |minimum 10 protocols |workshop and meeting |availableandiscollected

transboundary interest
are identified by using
the common
harmonized
methodology.

By 2021 the functionality
of at least 3 critical
ecological corridors is
improved by
implementing 5
management measures.
By 2021, the key
ecological corridors of
transhoundary interest
benefit of increased
protection as aresult of
advocacy actions. By
2021, the level of
information, education
and awareness on
ecological corridors and
LC isincreased

signed for the
development and
application of the
methodology and
management of
ecological corridors;
300000 haof habitats
connected by
implementation of
management measures;
Atleast320relevant SH
participating in lobby
and policy actions in
relation to promotion
and protection of
ecological corridors;
Min. 1000persons
directly and 500000
indirectly participatingin
environmental actions,
capacitybuildingand
awareness raising
activities.

reports; photo
documentation;listof
experts/protocolswith
experts; web platform,
reports, data base,
including maps, data
forms filled in by
volunteers and otherfor
field trips; maps; LC
volunteers reports;
photo documentation;
Memorandum of
Understanding; support
letters; samples of
materials; distributions
lists; educational
manual; surveys and
reports; training
resports; summercamp
and conference reports;
webpage, websections;

intime; information and
data base availability;
key stakeholders are
providing relevant data
and are willing to
participate; Willingness
of relevant
administrators /owners
to participate in such
pilot actions; Positive
attitude of general
public; prior activities
arefinished in due time;
relevantdocumentsare
taken into consideration
by relevant authorities;
no difficulties in crossing
the horder from EU to
Ukraine; project is
contracted;




Expected
results

1 harmonized
methodology for
identification of
ecological corridors
developed through
cooperation between
min. 145 stakeholders
(SH) ready to be used
and replicated; key
ecological corridors
identified within
4000000 ha project area;
functionalityforatleast
3 critical ecological
corridors is improved,
ensuring connectivityfor
more than 300.000 ha
wildlife habitats; set of
conservation measures
developed; improved
conservation of
ecological corridors
through advocacy;
materials distributed;

increased cooperation
betweenSH(min 305);
no. of ecological
corridors identified (min.
6 of 25000 ha); no. of
corridors withimproved
functionality (min. 3);
surface of wildlife
habitats connected from
ecological pointofview
(min. 300,000 ha);
increased knowledge to
ensure protection of
ecological corridors(min
450 SH); increased
conservation capacity
for SH to ensure
protection of corridors
(min 320); increased
awareness of public for
protection of ecological
corridors (min500,0000
pers)

protocols between
expert group members;
lists of participants;
project reports and
documents;

map of identified
corridors uploaded on
project
website/partner's
websites;MoUs with
relevant forest
administrators /owners;
Reports on management
measure
implementation; survey
and reports; meeting
minutes;

Sound project
management and
partners’ involvement
and commitment; SH
are actively participating
inevents,actionsand
providing relevant
data;SH agree on
proposed
corridors;Willingness of
administrators/owners
toacceptthedetailed
technical
solutions;relevant
documents are taken
into consideration by
authorities; public
opinion on protection of
LC populationsis

Activity Group
1 Activity
1,2,3,4,5

AG1.1Develop,based
on previous initiatives
and via participatory
approach the
harmonized
methodology for
designation and
identification of
ecological corridors.
AG 1.2. Identification
and mapping of key
ecological corridors by
using the harmonized
methodology.

AG 1.3. Monitoring of
ecological corridors of
transboundary interest
and of human activities
in the proximity of
ecological corridors.

staffcosts, servicesfor
facilitation of
workshops, operational
facilities for meetings,
accommodation, meals,
transportation for
events/meetings,
interpretation services,
equipments; internal
consultation web section
onprojectwebpage;GIS
services; field
monitoring report
services; perdiems;

workshop and meeting
reports, lists of
participants, photo
documentation;
consultation web
platform, reports
protocols; data base,
maps,

dataforms and reports
from volunteers and
other documentary
instruments for field
trips;

field trips reports;
project reports.

key SH are providing
relevant data and are
willing to participate and
cooperate actively;
data base availability
including maps, report
documents;

GIS database is built in
due time to serve
activities that require
GIS input;

enough information
gatheredintheprevious
activities related to
methodology
completion.




Activity Group
2 Activity

AG 2.1. Develop in a
participatory way

staff costs, travelling
costs, per diems,

list of participants;
meeting minutes;

critical habitats
identified, including

1,2,3,45 management measures |operational facilities for |photo documentation; |ecological corridors;
for the identified key |workshops/events, documentation of willingness of relevant
ecological corridors of |accomodation, management measures |stakeholders to
transboundary interest. |transportation, meals in |technicalstudies;project | participate in meetings;
AG 2.2, Plan and relation with meetings; implementations the pre-condition is to
implement 5 services for testing of /[documents (printed or have the owners
management measures |management measures |electronicformat); /administrators
to improve favorability |in RO and UA. field visit; agreement for the
in at least 3 critical photos and related specific management
ecological corridors in information on project |measures
Romania and Ukraine website; implementation;
(based on former field visits and reports; |since most of the
project actions "Open Photos and related management measures
Borders for Bears informationonproject |should begin early
between Romanian and website. spring, the starting date
Ukrainina Carpathians, of the project may
ENPI HUSKROUA 2007- influence the working
2013). plan.
Activity Group (AG 3.1. Promote staff costs, travelling |list of participants; willingness of relevant
3 Activity relevant costs, per diems, meeting minutes; stakeholders to
1,2,3,4,5 documentations to operational facilities for |photo documentation; participate in meetings;
relevant authorities and |workshops/events, reports and preparatory|prior activities are
international travelling, accomodation|synthesis finished indue time and
institutions. and meals for documentations; the reports can
AG 3.2, Prepare and |participants in relation |database and maps; |incorporateallirelevant
submit documentation |with meetings; service |reports and results from previous
forofficial protectionof |contract for documentations; activities; relevant
keyecological corridors. |development of policy |photo documentation; |documents are taken
AG 3.3. Develop policy |reports. support letters; into consideration by
recommendations for transfered GIS database relevant authorities;
protection of ecological to Carpathian stakeholders actively
corridors and large Convention (transfer |participate in
carnivores. document). development of policy
report and
recommendations;
relevant documents are
taken into consideration
byrelevant authorities.
Activity Group |n.r. n.r n.r. n.r.
4 Activity
1,2,3,4,5
Activity Group |n.r. n.r. n.r. n.r.
5 Activity

1,2,3,4,5




Activity Group
6 Activity
1,2,3,4,5

AG 6.1. Project
management,
coordination, reporting
and monitoring.

AG 6.2, Develop and
implement
communication activities
for raising awareness on
the importance of
ecological corridors, the
role of large carnivores
for the ecosystems and
for enhancing project
outputs;

AG 6.3. Develop and
implement educational
and capacity building
activities.

staff costs, travelling
costs, per diems,
operational facilities for
workshops/events,
travelling, accomodation
and meals for
participants in relation
with meetings;

staff; contract for
graphic design; printing
services for project
materials;
interpretation,
translation
services;contract for TV
documentaries; website
development,
professional photo
documentation; photo
cameras;

’
consumables; trainers;

list of participants;
meeting minutes; photo
documentation; reports;
samples of printed
materials; distribution
lists; feedback
documents completed
by the evaluation visit
participants; conference
report; mass media
monitoring report;
conferenece report; ;
training reports; training
evaluation forms
completed; educational
manual; summer camp
report;

project is contracted;
public opinion on
protection of LC
populations is positive;
all technical results are
finished in due time;
mass-media participates
with great interest to the
public events organized
in the project;
relevant SH participate
inthetraining seminars;
youngsters participatein
summer camp.

2.4. Indicators

Source of verification

Base value

Target value

Activities Group

Which is/are the Programme result indicator(s) to which the project will contribute? Consult
section 4.8 of the JOP for the Programme output indicators.

Increased capacity in
environmental
protection and climate
change mitigation
(Based on surveys
(baseline, mid-term,
final) among key
stakeholders e.g.
water directorates.
relevant NGOs

institutions,
authorities)

with JTS

surveyapplied to 14
SH in cooperation

0,00

3,47

Which are the Programme output indicator(s) to which your project contributes? Consult the
list of programme result indicators in section 4.7. of the JOP.




Number of persons
actively participating in
environmental actions
and awareness raising
activities (COI117)

Participant lists,
project materials
dissemination

0,00

970,00

Surface area of
habitats supported in
orderto attainabetter
conservation status,

ha (COI15)

Project reports, GIS
database, maps

0,00

300 000,00

Which are the expected results of your project (e.g. number of regional policy changes,

numberof members of target group given additional training, percentagereductionof certain
pollutantsin ariver system, number of new business start- ups). Please mention all project

expectedresults as well as the corresponding Activities Group where they are achieved

Harmonized lists of participants (0,00 145 ,00 Integrated tools for
methodology and from meetings, events identification and
action plan developed monitoring

via active cooperation

readyto beusedand

replicated (no.of SH)

key ecological maps, GIS database (0,00 25 000,00 Integrated tools for
corridors of identification and
transboundary monitoring
interest identified

within 4000000 ha

project (no of ha)

Participatory lists of participants 0,00 80,00 Co-creation of
conservation management
measures for LCs and measures
sustainable

development of

communities (no of

SH)

Functionality for (1) working group's |0,00 300 000,00 Co-creation of
corridors improved |reports (3) management
ensuring connectivity |Documentation measures

for more than 300.000 |reports including

hahabitats (noofha) |location and technical

details for each set of
conservation measure;
(3) MoUs with relevant
forest administrators
/lowners are
established; (3)
Reports on
conservation measure
implementation;




improved lists of participants 0,00 320,00
conservation capacity |from meetings, events
of SH for ecological
corridors through
advocacy actions with
active stakeholders
and of availability of
relevant sources (nho of
SH)

Advocacy actions

Which are the outputs that define your project and would measure its progress (e.g. number
ofreports written,numberofseminars held, kilometres ofriverbed cleaned, numberof
innovation centres opened)? Please mention all project expected outputs as well as the

Database of
information regarding
ecological corridors of
transboundary
interest
developed/gathered
(no of reports,
database etc)

meeting reports and
lists of participants
from meetings;
reports; GIS database;

0,00

123,00

Integrated tools for
identification and
monitoring

stakeholders actively
participating in
cooperation platform
for developing of a
harmonized
methodology,
identification and
monitoring of
corridors (no of SH)

lists of participants
from meetings;

0,00

305,00

Integrated tools for
identification and
monitoring

Active stakeholders
participating in
development and
implementation of
management
measures (noof SH)

participant lists from
meetings; protocols;

0,00

100,00

Co-creation of
management
measures

Management
measures
implemented in RO
and UA for ensuring
protection of corridors
and wildlife (no of
measures)

reports

0,00

5,00

Co-creation of
management
measures

Relevant sources of
information regarding
protection of
ecological comridors of
transboundary
interest are promoted
(no of reports, docs,
sources)

reports,
documentations

0,00

19,00

Advocacy actions




Active stakeholders |lists of participants |0,00 320,00 Advocacy actions
participating in events (form meetings, events
for promotion and
protection of
ecological corridors
(no of SH)

2.5. Preconditions, transferability and sustainability

2.5.1. Preconditions and assumptions

Main preconditions: no major changes in political and economic situation in the 4 countries that will jeopardize project
implementation; biodiversity conservation continues to be considered priority for all target countries whereas the network of
ecological corridors will be maintained and extended; having the owners /administrators' agreement for specific management
measures’ implementation.

Main assumptions: project is contracted; stakeholders are providing data and willing to cooperate; data is available; input for GIS
database development is provided in time; willingness of stakeholders to participate in project events; relevant documents and
concreteactionsformaintaining the functionalityofecological corridors are takeninto considerationby authorities; positive
attitude of public on protection of large carnivores (LC); starting of project according to planning to allow implementation of
management measures in the field (spring) and allow for technical results to be achieved in due time.

2.5.2. Dissemination, capitalisation and possibilities for replication and extension

Project results will be disseminated to authorities, NGO’s, administrators, custodians of protected areas (PA), young generation
and public via designated communication channels: project and project applicants’ websites, social media posts, printed materials,
onlineand offline mass media(sites,radio, TV). The messageswilltransport projectachievements aswellastopicsrelatedtoLC
species, in order to raise awareness at a general level.

WWF RO's wildlife manager will participate and promote the projectin major European connectivity events, also due to WWF RO
strategic objectives on connectivity. Synergies will be created with other existing (e.g TransGreen, EuroLargeCarnivores) and future
initiatives (e.g. ConnectGreen, Wild4DC) and projectresults willbe usedfor the future strategy of ecological connectivityin the
Carpathian Ecoregion that will be developed within the frame of the Carpathian Convention. Project willbe used as amodel and
bestpracticefortransboundary cooperation on maintaining andimproving ecological connectivityin mountainareasin Europe.
OBWIC will take advantage of EU events (e.g EU Platform on co-existence Humans and Large Carnivores) to promote project's
results. Furthermore, Biodiversity WG of the Carpathian Convention willbeinformed aboutprojectresults; the GIS database will
be transferred to CCIBIS of the Carpathian Convention which will create basis for further replication and extension of the initiative
in the Carpathians.

2.5.3. Financial and institutional sustainability of the project

Once the ecological corridors are identified and management measures agreed in a participatory way, the ownership of their
implementation will be distributed based on the competencies and legal responsibilities of key SH. The park administrations
involvedin project willinclude the measuresin theirmanagement plans and willimplement them with support from forest
management units , NGOs (WWF has strategic objectives), authorities (can enforce different measures). Methodology will be
submitted to national ministries responsible forenvironment, to the Secretariatand the Biodiversity WG of the Carpathian
Convention which can further use it for implementation in other areas.

Theproposed projectisinline with the national priorities of target countries. This should ensure official ownershipand
commitment to the process of strengthening the management of the PAs and development of ecological network. Considering the
strategic plans/missions at local and national level of all 4 applicants in the current project proposal, they will continue identifying
adequateresourcesforimplementingthe measuresand furtherusing the project'sresults. We will target variousfunds: EU, EEA,
national funds

Furthermore, in order to ensure sustainability for all 5 management measures there will be protocols with relevant SH (foresters,
farmers)andall maintenancecostswillbeincludedinthese protocols and sustained by these partners,including sourcesfrom
above mentioned funds.







3. Relevance of the Project

3.1. Relevance of the project to the Programme’s thematic objective/priority.

Theproposedactionfullymeets TO6 Environmental protection, climate change and mitigation. Italso stronglyrelates to Priority 1
Sustainable use of the environmentin the cross horder area- preservation of natural resources, actions toreduce GHG emissions
andpollutionofrivers asitintends to support sustainable use of naturalresources and viable developments of local communitiesin
the Carpathian Mountains (Romania, Ukraine, Slovakia and Hungary, map 1 Project area in Annexes) via cooperation between
relevant cross borderstakeholders.

The identification of ecological corridors of transhoundary interest as proposed is a precondition to restore and maintain the
ecological connectivity between the Eastern and Western Carpathians on the long term, which is a condition for the survival of large
carnivoreasumbrellaspecies whilelocalcommunities maybenefitofalargenumberofecosystemservices provided by viable and
healthy ecosystems.

3.2. Territorial needs, problems and challenge of the target countries, regions and/or

The Carpathian Mountains holdexceptionallevels of biodiversityandrichculturallivinglandscapesbeingone of thelastregionsin
Europe to supportviable populations of LCs. An estimated 7,000 brown bears, 3,000 wolves, and 2,700 lynxes can still be found
here. All 4 target countries experience the pressures of rapid infrastructure development which affects the natural habitats and the
connectivity between them. As biodiversity and ecological corridors do not have frontiers, an integrated, harmonised,
multidisciplinary and cross border approachis needed for animproved and long-term conservation of habitats as well as of large
carnivores' (LC) species in the territories of all 4 target countries. This need for improved ecological connectivity in the Carpathians,
aswellasforastrategyonthe conservationof LCshas alsobeenraised during the COP5 of the Carpathian Convention (CC) meeting
inOctober2017.Theprojectisbasicallytakingactionand addressing thisidentifiedregionalneed and willcoordinate closely with
the Biodiversity Work Group (WG) of the CC.

3.3. Analysis of the problems and needs the project’'saddresses.

The main problems of the area and corresponding needs are expressed below:

- Habitatloss and fragmentation given by urban/rural and transportinfrastructure development; there is ahigh need to safeguard
critical habitats in the cross-border area by their inclusion in spatial development plans;

- Limited ecological connectivity; there is high need for centralized data on potential corridors for safe passage of carnivores
between Romania, Ukraine, Slovakia and Hungary;

- Human disturbance: pressure fromforestry activities in critical areas (e.g. shelterfor species), off-road leisure activities, and
pressurefrompeople collecting non timberforest products;thereis no coordinated awarenessraisinginitiatives and no planning
avoidance actions of this pressure inthe borderareas. Thereis aneedforcoordinated effort to develop and enhance adequate and
effective management measures.

- Lack of coordinated approach and conservation measures for protection of ecological corridors; at policy and strategic level, there
are limited integrated conservation efforts in the border area to maintain large carnivore population and habitats integrity. There is
a need of participatory approach of conservation measures development including all relevant stakeholders (hunting management
units, forest administrations, protected areas managers, local/regional authorities).

- Lackof management capacity and support from authorities - limited knowledge available at the local authority’s level and
insufficienthumanresources. Thereisneed of trainingaccess tosoundinformation materialsfortheirstaffand of establishinga
better communication flow between stakeholders involved (networking between protected areas administrations, forest
administrations, local authorities, NGO’s, etc).

- Lack of awareness at the local population level. There is a need for understanding the importance of biodiversity conservation and
the role of the large carnivores in the natural ecosystems.

3.4. Project’s approach in addressing the identified common problems and needs

The project will secure basis for cooperation in respect to achieving functional ecological connectivity in ENI Carpathians and beyond
by: developing and using a harmonized methodology for identifying ecological corridors as well as applying integrated management
measuresin the transboundary area, informing and raising awareness on biodiversity aspects thus supporting preservation of
naturalresources and ecosystem services for the benefit of communities and society in general. Furthermore, it will have an
important contribution in identifying and maintaining critical habitats and ecological corridors that will ensure viable populations of
LCsintransboundaryregion,increase knowledge and capacity for stakeholders and decision makers in sustainable planning of
natural resources.

Improved management of naturalresourcesis expected onlong term, by agreementon proposed management measures for
ecological corridors of transboundary interest and also at larger scale (Carpathians).



3.5. Cross-border cooperation approach in achieving the project’s objectives and results

The Carpathian region as abiodiversity hot spotfaces major challenges related to chaotic development, with many species and
habitats threatened by habitatfragmentation caused by unsustainableinfrastructure planning. Individual countrieshave usually
theirown policies and approachesin terms of biodiversity conservation, without any transboundary harmonisation of the efforts.
This fact makes the protection and conservation of biodiversity of certain transboundary areas, in many cases, difficult. The negative
effects of fragmentation and creation of barriers to wildlife corridors require acoherent cross border answer due to the fact that
large carnivores (LC) frequentlymove across state hordersin search of food and mates. Transboundary cooperationis anessential
precondition for preservation of these large and complex ecosystems in the region. Sustained individual efforts in each target
projectareafrom Romania, Ukraine, Slovakiaand Hungary,including dataresearch, combined withjointand harmonizedlobby and
policy actions for biodiversity conservation, are the basis for the preservation of transboundary area targeted by this project.
Furthermore, via active cooperation the project will improve connectivity along 4 countries and will support integrated habitat
management for three large carnivore species (bear- Ursus Arctos, wolf - Canis Lupus and Euroasian lynx - Lynx Lynx).

3.6. Target groups and final beneficiaries

The main project target groups are represented by:

- 18 forestmanagement units in Romania (RO), 14 forestry and hunting units in Ukraine (UA), 3 territorial divisions of game
managementin Hungary (HU), forestry and hunting unitsin HU, more than 200 forest management entities (private, associations,
churches), 10 forestry and hunting units in Slovakia (SK), allresponsible for management of forests of LC habitats

- 65 hunting management units , in RO, UA, SK, HU

- administrations and custodians of more than 100 protected areas in HU, SK, RO,UA
- 500 local administrations from RO, UA, SK, HU

- More than 100 farmers in RO, UA, SK, HU;

- Decision makers (sectoral institutions: environmental protection agencies, responsible institutions on environment,
forestry, development at County council/oblast/region level) from RO,UA, HU, SK
- 2 schools in pilot areas of RO and UA (teachers and pupils)

Main project beneficiaries are represented by:

- Sectoral administrations in Romania, Slovakia, Hungary, Ukraine working in the field of environmental protection and
sustainable development;

- State institutions with administrative role at county/region/oblast level from Romania, Slovakia, Hungary, Ukraine;
- Administrators and custodians of protected areas;

- Environmental NGO’s involved in biodiversity conservation in the region;

- 1000 local communities with a total of 4 mil inhabitants;

- School communities in HU, SK, RO,UA (pupils and teachers)

3.7. Analysis of the effects of the project on the cross-cutting issues
3.7.1. HIV/ AIDS

The project will target all society categories, rural and urban communities from target areas. Communication activities
willuse as promotors public institutions and schools where information may be easily disseminated, including to
isolated communities. We will ensure that all project activities are widely promoted, and thus eventually marginalized
communities will have the information needed to be secure they are not excluded.

3.7.2. Gender equality

The project complies with the principle of gender equality and HIV/AIDS by promoting the opportunity to develop
capabilities without limitations. During project implementation we take into account all policies and practices that
would not make any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference conceming the gender, which would have the
effect of violation of human rights. All capacity building activities during project implementation will provide equal
opportunities regardless of gender, age or physical ability.

3.7.3. Democracy and human rights

All project activities will be carried out in a transparent manner allowing for equal participation, democratic decisions
and actions making sure that the proposed project complies with the principle of democracy and human rights
(securing the rights for equal participation, freedom of speech, of thought and access to information). Project activities
are notimpeding democracy and human rights and during implementation the team will make sure the enabling



conditions for equal participation are fully secured.

3.7.4. Environmental sustainability

Cooperationbetweenrelevant stakeholdersforsustainable use ofnaturalresources and constantcommunication at
alllevels throughoutthe projectwill ensure abetterapproachandsustainableintegrated solutionsforagoodstandard
quality environment. Efficientinternal cooperationwillbe secured withinthe team and alsowhenreaching externally
to partners and relevant stakeholders within the project area. The participatory approach of the project will ensure also
the cooperation at various levels, from local to regional and even national through the specific activities. The project as
such is contributing to the environmental sustainability, by ensuring the ecological connectivity and thus viable
populations of large carnivores whichinturncontributes toresilient ecosystems for the benefit oflocal communities
and society ingeneral.

3.8. Relevance of infrastructure component within the cross-border context
Not applicable.

3.9. Cross-border effect of the infrastructure component
Not applicable.

3.10.1 Avoiding double financing
Not applicable.

3.10.2 Avoiding double financing

WWF RO submitted CONNECTGREEN project under DTP, where similar activity is foreseen in RO, HU and SK: development of
harmonized methodology for identification of ecological corridors.

As differentfrom OBWIC proposal, Connect Green approaches different areas and moreoverdoes notinclude Ukraine, therefore it
willmissthe tailormade methodologyforthe ENl programme area. ConnectGreen project has been financed and we will ensure
synergy of the two projects).Beingaware ofthecomplementariness ofthe 2projects, themanagementteamwillmake sure
activitiesare conductedtoavoid overlapping anddoublefinancing, thusresponding to the territorialneeds ofthe ENltargeted
countries/regions.



4. Work Plan

4.1. Activities groups (AG) and project level outputs andresults

AG 1 - Soft Project Component

Activity Group (AG) 1

Title of the AG Total AG indicative budget
in euro

Integrated tools for identification and
monitoring 590 495,00

Responsible Applicant(s)

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania—Maramures

Branch
Asociatia WWF Programul Dunare Carpati Romania- Filiala
Maramures

Applicants" involved

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania—Maramuresg
Branch

Asociatia WWF Programul Dunare Carpati Romania- Filiala
Maramures

Slovak Ornithological Society/BirdLife Slovakia
Slovenskejornitologickejspolo¢nosti/BirdLife Slovensko

NGO RachivEcoTur
29997972999

Aggtelek National Park Directorate
Aggteleki Nemzeti Park lgazgatosag

Activity # Activity title

Brief description
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Activity 1.1.

Development of harmonized methodology for
identification and designation of ecological
corridors

Based on desktop research and analysis (of
existinginitiativesrelated to development of
methodologies for designation and
identification of ecological corridors at regional
Carpathianlevel), the team will draft the most
appropriate methodology for the identification
of ecological corridors of transboundary
interestin the ENI Carpathians by using large
carnivores as umbrella species. The
methodology will be discussed and agreed by
atransboundary expert groupformedof15
experts from the 4 target countries (1
meeting organized in UA as there will
already be a draft methodology in place
via Connect Green project which will be
discussed and updated) and one
consultative forum (50 experts). The
methodology will be adapted to national
conditions via 4 national workgroup
meetings. Themethodologywillbeusedto
identify the ecological corridors of
transboundaryinterest (AG 1.2)and willbe
promotedtorelevantdecisionmakersineach
target country (AG 3.1).

Activity 1.2,

Identification and mapping of key ecological
corridors by using the harmonized
methodology

Key ecological corridors’ maps will be prepared
forallENI Carpathians by using GIS modelling
for approximately 4.000.000 ha of project
targetarea.The GlSdatabase willinclude
comprehensive dataonhabitatsuitabilityas
well as potential barriers in the movement of
LCs.Toincreasefidelityofdata,acrosshorder
networkof100volunteers willbe used for
collectingfielddata (25 vollunteersfromeach
targetcountryinvolvedinfield assessments).
Themapofkeyecologicalcorridorswillbe
agreedbytranshoundaryexpertgroupand
shared with relevant SH (AG 3 and 4).

Activity 1.3.

Monitoring of ecological corridors of
transboundary interest and of human activities
in proximity of ecological corridors

87 wildlife cameras and 1 drone will be used
formonitoring thefunctionality of ecological
corridors of transhoundary interest. The
network of volunteers will perform field
assessmentstoreckoninformationonLC
species (1 field assessment/country). All
collected data will be fed into an online
database adminstrated by Applicant 1 SOS SK.
Theresultsformdatabase will certify the
functionality of corridors and justify the
redrawing of the limits, ifneeded. The project
teamwill develop areport onrecording of LC
species in project area which will be validated
by transboundary expert group.

Outputs of activities
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Title of the output

Brief description of the

output

Corresponding
activity(ies)

Target value

Output 1.1.

Database of
information regarding
ecological corridors of
transhoundary interest

developed/gathered
{no of reports, database
etc)

Itincludes 1 reporton
connectivityandLC;4
reports of national
working group
meetings; 1 reportof
transboundary
meetings; 1 report on
consultation ; 1
methodology for
identification of
corridors and 1 action
planforconservationof
LC;1GlSdatabase and
reports; 4 field trip
reportsfor testing the
methodology; 4 reports
on functionality of
corridors;1reporton
critical forests UA;
reports from 100
volunteers; 1 field
monitoring report,
made inhouse;4 reports
oninfrastructure;

AG 1.1; AG 1.2; AG 1.3.

123,00

Output 1.2.

stakeholders actively
participating in
cooperation platform
for developing of a
harmonized
methodology,
identification and
monitoring of corridors
(no of SH)

80 stakeholders in 4
meetings of national
expert groups (20
persons/country/meeti
ng), 15 experts in 1
meeting of
transboundary expert
group (15
persons/meeting), 50
stakeholders consulted
in 1 electronic
consultation of
consultative forum
expert members; 60
stakeholdersin4field
trips for testing
methodology (15
persons/trip/country);
100volunteersin8
monitoring visits: 2
visits/country);

AG 1.1; AG 1.2; AG 1.3.

305,00

Results
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Result #

Results title

Please provide a brief
description of the
results emerging from
this AG

Programme output
indicator or other

indicators to which the
result will contribute

Target value

Result 1.1.

Harmonized
methodology and
action plan developed
viaactive cooperation
readytobeusedand
replicated (no.of SH)

1 active multi
stakeholder
cooperation platform in
the crosshorder area
will share and adapt
relevant instruments
and information for
development of
harmonized
methodology for
identification of
ecological corridors as
well as action plan for
conservation of
corridors and LCs. The
platform will include
authorities, decision
makers,
administrators/custodia
ns of PAs,
environmental NGOs,
research institutes,
large camivore experts.
The web platformwiill
be created for
consultation process.

Resultcontributesto
project output
indicator: stakeholders
actively participatingin
cooperation platform
for development of
harmonized
methodology,
identification and
monitoring of corridors
Contributing to
Programme output
indicator “number of
persons actively
participating in
environmental actions
and awareness raising
activities”

145,00
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Result 1.2.

key ecological corridors
of transhoundary
interest identified
within 4000000 ha
project (no of ha)

Ecological corridors
{min6)willbeidentified
intheprojectareaby
using the harmonized
methodology; the new
identified corridors will
totalise a surface of
min.25000ha.Up to
this moment there are
17 identified corridors,
(11inRO, 7 corridorsin
UA were identified in
project Open Borders
for Bears bhetween

Result contributes to
programme indicators:
surface area of habitats
supported in order to
attain a better
conservation status

25 000,00

Romanian and
Ukrainian Carpathians,
financed under ENPI
Programme 2017-2014;
ecological corridors in
Romania and Ukraine
were identified by cross
border network of
experts.)

Detailed risk analysis and contingency plan

Somedatamightnotbhecapturedbytheanalysis-theriskis small-Applicants willassess existinginformationrelated
to connectivity with the help of relevant experts from each target country and by means of relevant information
related to financed projects at regional level related to connectivity and large carnivores (use of database from
Carpathian Convention).

GIS database will not comprise all existing relevant information - the risk is small. Project applicants, via GIS experts
and subcontracted experts will deliver good quality maps of ecological corridors based on existing GIS open sources
materials as well as purchased GIS information.

The placement of some cameras can be wrong, not all collected datais relevant. Some cameras are damaged or
stolen. Risk is medium - The technical staff and external experts will check the cameras regularly, download data from
SDcards,andbased ondatainterpretationlocation of the cameras can be changed. Incase of damages, additional
cameras will be bought for replacement. Some cameras will be placed within protected areas with help of field
rangers, which would decrease a possible damage.

AG 2 - Soft Project Component

Activity Group (AG) 2 Title of the AG Total AG indicative budget
in euro
2 Co-creation of management measures
203 192,00
Responsible Applicant(s) | WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania—Maramures
Branch
Asociatia WWF Programul Dunare Carpati Romania- Filiala
Maramures
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Applicants’ involved

Branch

Maramures

NGO RachivEcoTur
22277777777

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania—Maramures
Asociatia WWF Programul Dunére Carpati Romania- Filiala
Slovak Ornithological Society/BirdLife Slovakia

Slovenskejornitologickejspoloénosti/BirdLife Slovensko

Aggtelek National Park Directorate
Aggteleki Nemzeti Park Igazgatosag

Activity #

Activity title

Brief description

Activity 2.1.

Development of management measuresfor
the identified key ecological corridors of
transboundary interest

Developed via participatory approach (1
national expert group meeting/country, 2
transboundary expert group meetings, 1
consultation process via web platform) the
management measures for conservation of
ecological corridors of transhoundary interest
and of LC species will provide comprehensive
solutions and regulations forland users/land
owners, while involving relevant stakeholders
will provide successful framework for their
implementation. These management
measures willtargetthe newlyidentified
ecological corridors of transhoundary interest
and will be correlated with the existing
management measures for RO and UA
(developedin2012-2014inENPIHUSKROUA
2007-2013 project).

Activity 2.2.

Plan and implement management measures
to improve functionality of corridors in
Romania and Ukraine

Development of technical plans and
implementation of 5 management measures
in3identifiedcriticalcorridorsfromRO and
UA (critical ecological corridors were identified
in RO and UA and management measures
developed in ENPI HUSKROUA 2007-2013
project Open Borders for Bears hetween
Romanian and Ukrainian Carpathians,
HUSKROUA/1001/038). The measures will: i)
improvemosaic ofhabitatsforLCsasumbrella
species; ii) increase natural food
diversification, iii) limit unauthorized access,
prevent/combat illegal logging; iv) reduce
human-wildlife conflicts. These are pilot
measures for maintenance of connectivity that
canbereplicated inthe ENICarpathians, with
no or little degree of adaptation.

Outputs of activities
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Title of the output

Brief description of thel
output

Corresponding
activity(ies)

Target value

Output 2.1.

Active stakeholders
participating in
development and
implementation of
management measures
{no of SH)

15 experts participating
in 2 transhoundary
expert group meetings
(15 persons/meeting),
50 persons of expert
consultative forum
consulted via 1
electronic consultation
(1 event),15
persons/RO and 15
experts/UAinplanning
meetings for
implementation of
management
measures; minimum5
stakeholders signing
protocols for
implementation of
management measures
in UAand RO; min1
sub-contracted expert
todeliver1reporton
conflicts human-wildlife
in RO and UA.

A.2.1; A 2.2

100,00

Output 2.2,

Management measures
implemented in RO and
UA for ensuring
protection of corridors
and wildlife (no of
measures)

RO willimplement3
management measures
to secure ecological
connectivity of already
identified corridors (eg:

1) reinstallation of
vegetationfor2 km of
forest edge; 2)restoring

10 ha of forest
pastures; 3) technical
solutionforlimitation
of access in ecological
corridors. UA will
implement 2 measures:

1) reinstallation of
vegetation accordingto
natural composition for

2 km of forest
edgelriverbeds; 2)
limitationofaccessof
wildlife into sheepfolds.
Technical reports will
be provided.

Al2l2l

5,00

Results
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Result #

Results title

Please provide a brief
description of the
results emerging from
this AG

Programme output
indicator or other

indicators to which the
result will contribute

Target value

Participatory
conservation measures

Asetof conservation
measures related to
technical and
administrative aspects
of habitat management
and protectionaswell
as permitted actions
within ecological
corridors will be
developed via involving

Contributes to project
output indicator
Number of active

stakeholders
participating in
cooperation platform
for development of

Result 2.1. for LCs and sustainable | relevant stakeholdersin | management measures 80,00
development of ENICarpathians. contributing to
communities (no of SH) Measures will be programme indicator

generally available for Number of persons
ecological corridors of | actively participating in
transhoundary interest | environmental actions
and their and awareness raising
implementation will activities
ensure protection of
critical habitats and LC
species.
300000hahabitatswill
be connected by
implementing 5 sets of
management measures | Result contributes to
(identified in ENPI project output
project Open Borders | indicator: management
for Bears) in minimum | measures implemented
. . 3 critical corridors in RO in RO and UA for
Functionality for . .
corridors Improved and UA. Targeted ensu.rmg protecfuonf of
Result 2.2. ensuring connectivity measures to be corridors and wildlife, 300 000,00

formore than 300.000
ha habitats (no of ha)

implemented in
selected pilot corridors
willincreaselandscape-
level connectivity,
enhance the viability of
LC populations and
providebetteruse of
ecosystem services
valued by local
communities.

contributing to
programme output
indicator Surface area
of habitats supported
in order to attain a
better conservation
status, ha

Detailed risk analysis and contingency plan

There is a gap between the levels of information from the target countries. Risk is small. The project’s participatory
approach and experts will provide good framework for the development ofintegrated management measures.
Possible disagreements between key specialists involved in the transboundary group. Risk is small. All experts have
widerange of experience on connectivity aspects, involving field work. Open discussions in the 2 meetings of
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management measures for ENI Carpathians.

transhoundary expert group will provide sufficient time for reaching reasonable agreements on the most efficient

Pilotmeasures could notbe implemented -risk is small. There is a good cooperation with major stakeholders in
project target areas. There willbe protocols or Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) agreed and signed with
relevant forest administrators /owners/farmers in order to ensure conservation measures’ implementation as well as
sustainability of results. There is a proven supportform relevant SH to implement the management measures eg
supportletters were provided for the project proposal (Maramures Forest Directorate).

AG 3 - Soft Project Component

Activity Group (AG) 3 Title of the AG Total AG indicative budget
in euro
3 Advocacy actions 163 628,00

Responsible Applicant(s)

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania—Maramures
Branch

Asociatia WWF Programul Dunare Carpati Romania- Filiala
Maramures

Applicants’ involved

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania—Maramures
Branch

Asociatia WWF Programul Dunare Carpati Romania- Filiala
Maramures

Slovak Ornithological Society/BirdLife Slovakia
Slovenskejornitologickejspolocnosti/BirdLife Slovensko

NGO RachivEcoTur
222722227727

Aggtelek National Park Directorate
Aggteleki Nemzeti Park lgazgatésag

Activity #

Activity title

Brief description

Activity 3.1.

Promote relevant documentations to relevant

authorities

Activity envisages promotion of relevant
projectresults from AG1 atnationaland
international level (Carpathian Convention).
Inthisrespect5promotioneventswillbe
organized: 1 international round table with
field trip (20 persons from all 4 target
countries); 4 national level roundtables (1
event in each target country with 20
persons/event) with participation ofrelevant
institutions and organizationsin the field of
environmental protection at regional and
national level.

and international institutions
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Activity 3.2.

Prepare and submit documentation for official
protection of key ecological corridors

Activity comprises development of 1
documentation/country for ecological corridor
designationand submission;incasenational
contextdoesnothaverelevanttemplatesfor
such documentation, the project team will
develop some using existing cases.
Furthermore, for official recognition of
ecological corridors of transboundary interest
onhigherlevel,the project team will transfer
the project GIS database related to ecological
corridorsoftransboundaryinterestinthe
CCIBIS - Carpathian Biodiversity System
(managed by Carpathian Convention).

Activity 3.3.

Develop policy recommendations for
protectionofecologicalcorridors of
transboundary interest

The activityenvisagesthe developmentof1
policyreportineachcountryforincluding the
corridors in development plans.
Furthermore, in each country, letters of
support will be submitted to authorities
requesting consideration of identified
ecological corridors into spatial planning. 4
regionaland4nationalroundtables (20
persons/country/meeting), 1
consultation/country via electronic platform
will be organized for agreeing on policy
recommendationsthatwillbeincludedinthe
policyreport.Promotionofpolicyreportswill
bedoneviaprojectandpartners’websitesas
well as in various meetings during the project
as well as after its ending.

Outputs of activities

Title of the output

output

Brief description of the‘

Corresponding

activity(ies) Target value
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Output 3.1.

Relevant sources of
information regarding
protection of ecological
corridors of
transboundary interest
are promoted (no of
reports, docs,sources)

Output1.1. willlead to
successful promotion
ofresultsfromAG1.1
by compiling 5
synthesis documents to
be promoted at
national and inter.level,
4documentationfor
designation of key
ecological corridors
prepared and
submitted, 4 policy
reports,4letters of
support submitted
while 1 GlS database
will be transferred to
Carpathian Convention;
1 report on conflicts, 1
reportonpoaching.
Thus conditions arein
place for efficient
protection of corridors
in the ENI Carpathians.

AG 3.1., AG 3.2, AG 3.3.

19,00

Output 3.2,

Active stakeholders
participating in events
for promotion and
protection of ecological
corridors (no of SH)

Output 3.2. includes
various meetings that
contribute to protection
of ecological corridors

of transboundary
interest in the ENI
Carpathians: 5
seminars, 4 regional
level roundtables for
policy
recommendations, 4
national level
roundtables for policy
recommendations, and
1 report from
consultation/country
via web platform.

A 3.2.

320,00

Results

Result #

Results title

Please provide a brief
description of the
results emerging from
this AG

Programme output
indicator or other
indicators to which the
result will contribute

Target value
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Result 3.1.

improved conservation
capacity of SH for
ecological corridors
through advocacy
actions with active
stakeholders and of

availability of relevant
sources (no of SH)

Policy actions will
provide adequate
contextforofficial
protection of ecological
corridors.
Multi-sectoral
cooperationwillbe
strengthened through
organization of
international, national,
regional meetings with
stakeholders and
decisionmakers from
relevant sectors:nature
conservation, regional
development and
spatialplanning.
AG 1 findings will be
integrated into the
Carpathian
Convention’s database
aswellasintonational
decision making
framework on
protection of ecological

Contributes to project
output indicatorActive
stakeholders
participating in events
for promotion and
protection of ecological
corridors contributing
to programme output
indicatorNumberof
persons actively
participating in
environmental actions
and awareness raising
activities

320,00

Detailed risk analysis and contingency plan

LC.

Relevant authorities willnot participate actively in the project’s activities and therefore will not understand the
importance of ecological corridors designation. Risk is medium. The project team will invite all relevant authorities to
meetings, andin case some willnot participate relevant materials will be disseminated to them.
Lowinterestfromauthorities-riskis medium-Applicants willinvolve national, regional and local authoritiesinthe
project’s activities and constant information will be provided, in each stage of the projectimplementation.
Furthermore, thereis highinterestfromrelevant stakeholders (see alsoletters of support from EPA Maramures) on
jointly taking action on regulating human activities in protected areas as well as on reaching efficient management of

AG 6 - Project Management And Communication

(AG) 6

Activity Group | AG title:

Total AG indicative budget

6

Management and communication

593 556,83

Responsible Applicant(s) for project management

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme
Romania — Maramures Branch

Asociatia WWF Programul Dunare Carpati
Romania- Filiala Maramures
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Responsible Applicant(s) for communication

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme
Romania — Maramures Branch

Asociatia WWF Programul Dunére Carpati
Romania- Filiala Maramures

Applicants’ involvement in AG 6

Applicant 1

Lead Appliacnt
WWF MM RO

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania-Maramureg Branch
Asociatia WWF Programul Dunére Carpati Romania- Filiala Maramureg

Applicant 2

1. Applicant
S0S SK

Slovak Ornithological Society/BirdLife Slovakia
Slovenskej ornitologickej spolo¢nosti/BirdLife Slovensko

Applicant 3

NGO RachivEcoTur
2992929299222

2. Applicant
RET UA

Applicant 4

Aggtelek National Park Directorate
AggtelekiNemzetiPark lgazgatosag
3. Applicant

ANPD HU

Project management activities

Activity 6.1.

Project management, coordination, reporting
and monitoring

The Steering Committee (SC)is the decision-
makingbodygoverning and monitoringthe
project implementation. It will include 1
memberfrom each applicant,2 members from
LA.Itwillmeetphysically on annual basis and
viaelectronic space, atleastevery 6 months.
TheLAwillprovide adocumentincluding draft
work plan (responsibilities, timelines, and
monitoringscheme)tobe agreedonby the
applicants on first meeting of SC. Work plans
will be constantly updated throughout
project’s lifetime.

Financial management carried out by
applicants will include permanent monitoring
of all financial aspects, expenditures, spending
rates, budget shifts, procurements and
collection of documents for reporting and
auditpurpose.lfpartnersencounterproblems
they will contact the LA. The basis for financial
managementisthebudgetinthe contract.
Each applicant will prepare the Partner Report
according to the reporting rules and deadlines,
while LAwillprepare and submitconsolidated
reports.
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'illonitoring and evaluation arrangements

The project will be evaluated and monitored by the Project internal manager RO and Steering Committee. The
Steering Committee will approve the evaluation and monitoring plan that will be prepared at the beginning of the
project,and receive annual updates on progress of implementation.

Toensure proper and efficient project monitoring, different management tools will be used: logframe and the agreed
projectindicators. Annual meetings of Steering Committee will be organised to analyse the progress of project work
andidentify potentialrisks as well as solutions. Communicationviaelectronic means willbe used wheneverneeded
(skype, webex, call). Minutes will be prepared, highlighting progress and agreed next steps. Detailed planning of
activities willbe done intheinception phase of the project (project procedures). Financial reports will be prepared
accordingtothe Programme’srules andbookkeepingwillbe performedbased onthe specific national legislationand
project requirements.

Detailed risk analysis and contingency plan

Capacity of partners and local stakeholders turns out to be too limited to deliver project activities and results.
Probability of occurrenceislow.Project partnershave along cooperationin biodiversity conservation,aswellasin
implementation of EU projects. Furthermore, all project partners have a long history working with local stakeholders.
Probable impact at project level is medium: Many of the project activities depend on implementation by project
partners and local partners. Lack of capacity canlead to delays and, in the worst case, failure toimplement the
activities. Mitigation measures include: careful monitoring of implementation by partners and adaptive management.
Wherenecessary, WWF RO and WWF network canfind alternativesfordelivering projectresults, including providing
supportto partners,engagingotherpartners and/orimplementing activities withown capacity/resources.

Description of the project management and implementation structure

As Lead Applicant (LA) WWF MM RO will undertake overall coordination of the project and will ensure that results are
achieved according to planning. LAwillhave aproject team consisting of 8 persons with great experiencein project
managementandtechnicalexpertiseinbiodiversity conservation (foresthabitats,conectivity and wildlife
management). RET UA projectteam willincludes 2 persons, SOS SK-2 persons, ANPD HU -5 persons, all ofthem with
good professional background related to project management as well as nature conservation activities. Project
applicants will hire 5 more staff. All Applicants will ensure adequate financial management system according to
national legislation, programme’s requirements and internal procedures. For asmoothimplementation of project
guidelines and accounting, procurements and financial nanagementwill be jointly developedin the beginning ofthe
project and shared with the partners in order to ensure appropriate implementation of activities; the document will
include standard regulations in case of certain project needs, eg partnerchange. The decision bodyof the Projectis
the Steering Committee thatwillconsistof 2representatives ofthe LA and 1 of each applicant and willmeetonannual
basis. Allrelated project management and monitoring documents (activity plan etc) willbe adjusted every 6 months
via electronic meetings (skype/webex).

Organisational structure and the team proposed

The implementation team will consist of staff from 4 countries/applicants:

WWF MM RO: (), projectinternal manager (5160 working hours), financial internal manager (2580 working

hours), communication manager (2580 working hours), educational specialist (1032 working hours), project
assistant ( 5160 working hours), and technical staff: forest habitat coordinator (516 working hours), wildlife

and connectivity coordinator (516 working hours), and wildlife expert 1(3225 working hours), wildlife

expert 2 (1935 working hours).

SOS SK: Project internal manager ( 2838 working hours), financial internal manager (2838 working hours),
communication manager and technical expert ( 4386 working hours)

RET UA: Project intermal manager (3096 working hours), financial intemal manager ( 2580 working hours),
communication manager (2580 working hours), project officer (5160 working hours), and 1 technical staff experton
ecological corridors and large carnivores (2580 working hours).

ANPD HU: Project internal manager (1882 working hours), financial internal manager (1205 working hours), 3 technical
staff ecological corridors and wildlife: lead technical expert (4245 working hours) and 2 technical experts:
technical expert 1 with 1184 working hours and technical expert 2 with 1398 working hours ().
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Total staff: 17; to be hired: 5.
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Equipment, materials and supplies for the implementation of the Project

For successful project implementation following equipment is needed and is planned to be purchased:

87 wildlife monitoring cameras with supplies (25 RO, 13 HU, 40 SK, 9 UA) and 1 drone (RO)

12 Notebooks (3 RO, 2 SK, 4 UA, 3 HU), for regular use and for GIS

5 Photo camera (1 RO, 1 SK, 3 HU)

1 Multifunctional copy machine (RO)

6 GPS (4 SK, 2 UA)

3 Beamers (1 RO, 1 SK, 1 UA)

2 Telescopes (HU)

Fieldequipment (3 setsin RO, 1setinUA, 3 setsinHU)

1 Software (HU)

1fielddatacollector(HU)

1fourwheeldrive car(RO)

Translation and interpretation services will be contracted; services for developing studies in relation to corridors, GIS,
policy recommendations to be subcontracted; consumables to be purchased; services for organizing project meetings;
services for visibility events, trainings and educational programme (consultancy); printing services (materials, maps);
survey applied by OBWIC project partners and JTS etc

Communication Plan

Target audience.

1. 1000 local communities with a total of more than 4 mil. inhabitants;

2, Administrators and custodians of protected areas;

3. Environmental NGO’s involved in biodiversity conservation;

4. State institutions in Romania, Ukraine, Slovakia, Hungary;

5. Sectoral state institutions in Romania, Ukraine, Slovakia, Hungary working in the field of biodiversity
conservation, forestry, water management, wildlife management

6. School children and students, teachers in pilot areas;

Project specific objective.

Specific Objective (SO) 1. By 2021, the key ecological corridors of transboundary interest in ENI Carpathians are
identified by using the common harmonized methodology developed within the project.

$02.By 2021 the functionality of atleast 3 critical ecological corridorsin the RO-UAtranshoundary areaisimproved
byimplementing atleast5 sets of management measures asrecommended by the cross-border network of experts.

$03. By 2021, the key ecological corridors of transhoundary interest in the ENI Carpathians benefit of increased
protection as a result of advocacy actions.
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Outputs and results for communication activities.

AG 6.2. Develop and implement communication activities for raising awareness on the importance of ecological
corridors, the role of large carnivores for the ecosystems and for enhancing project outputs.
Output1(0):no.of pressarticles, TVnews,blog articles (min. 100); 02: no. of posts on SMchannels (min120;
1/country/month);03:numberoftype ofmaterialsdevelopedanddisseminated (min.10)
Result1(R):no.ofviewersforSMposts/sites,reach(min.500000); R 2: no.of participantsincommunicationevents
(min. 550);

AG 6.3. Develop and implement educational and capacity building activities.

0 1:no. of pilotschools targeted (min. 2 schools,1in RO and 1in UA); O: no. of trainings and capacity building
related events (min.21);

R1:no.ofyoungstersinvolved ineducationalenvironmental programme (min. 50 youngsters); R2-no. of
participants in trainings (min. 450).

Messages for each target audience.

1. LCs are not athreat to development of human communities but play animportant role in well-functioning of
the Carpathian Mountains ecosystem

2. Identification and protection of corridors is a key element for preserving biodiversity

3. TogetherwecanraiseawarenessontheimportanceofLCsandcorridorsandlobbyfortheirprotection
4, Identification and protection of corridors in the ENI Carpathians is of critical importance and this process
must use one common approach

5. Identification and protection of key corridors will contribute to the conservation of critical habitats for wildlife
as well as to sustainable development of the communities

6. Protection of biodiversity represents an activity to which each of us can contribute thus ensuring permanent
flow of good quality ecosystem services

7. Largerpublics at countrylevelwho are generally interestedinnature conservation and protection

Financial and human resources (In house and subcontracting)

WWF MMROwill coordinatecommunication (comms.)activities atprojectlevel, ensuring correctdissemination of
messages and projectresults. Commsteamincludes1 comms coordinatorand 1 educational expertin RO;1comm
expertin UAand SKwill be hired. The project teamwillimplement CA 1 and coordinate CA 2-6. The teamwill prepare
all tendering procedures related to comms activities to be subcontracted. Comms planned budget totals: 286748,40
euro: staff resources - 63233,40 euro, subcontracted comms actions - 223515,00 euro. Below you may find the
planned comms subcontracted budget:

CA 2- graphic concept, survey, printing, media monitoring,translation for materials - 62295 euro; CA 3-video
development; photo documentation; web page; 22000 euro; CA 4 - organizing international conference;
interpretationservices: 26610 euro; CA5-trainers; printing of manual, interpretation, translation 9070 euro; CA6-
trainers, organizing trainings, camp, interpretation - 44140 euro.

Communication tools

During project implementation we will make use of following tools and communication channels:

- Online communication channels & tools: websites - openboarderforbears.com, www.wwf.ro, , http:/www.
vtaky.sk , http:/www.anp.hu and other partners website, (www.wwf.hu), social media of al partners (Facebook pages),
newsletters, press releases (sent to national press from all 4 target countries), journal of activities, photos, short
videos;

- Offline communication channels & tools: meetings, printed materials, press trips and international
conference,events, pressreleases (senttonational press from all 4 target countries).
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Communication objectives.

Communication Objective (CO); Specific Objective (SO)

CO01801: Raise awareness on the importance of ecological corridors in project area by 2021

C02801: Promote LC and their importance regarding regulation of ecosystem processes by 2021

C01802: Share knowledge regarding the instruments that have to be used to protect ecological corridors of
transboundary interest by 2021

C02802: Increase acceptance of local communities regarding large carnivore species by facilitating their movement
across thelandscape via ecological corridors conservation and managment measures that can i) contribute to
sustainable development of communities ii) and can mitigate human-wildlife conflicts by 2021

CO1503: Lobbyforprotection of ecological corridors oftransboundaryinterestthrough the use ofinformation
materials and online campaigns by 2021

C02S803: Develop learning and education programmes in pilot areas related to protection of ecological corridors and
sustainable use of natural resources by 2021

Calendar of communication activities.

AG 6.2. Develop and implement communication activities for raising awareness on the importance of ecological
corridors, the role of LC for the ecosystems and for enhancing project outputs, Months (M) 1-30.
Comms. subactivity (Cs)1-Develop1projectcommunicationstrategyand actionplanbased onresuits of survey
related to SH'engagementin environmental protectionin target transboundary area; M 1-5;
Cs2-Engage SHand use specific communicationalchannelsfortransporting projectkeymessages; M3-10; M 25-
29;

Cs3-Raisingawareness onimportance of connectivityandLC viapromotion techniques,M1-30;

Cs 4 -Dissemination and evaluation of project events; M 24-30;

AG 6.3. Develop and implement educational and capacity building activities, M 1-30;

Cs 5 - Develop and implement pilot environmental educational programme in schools, M 1-30;

Cs 6 - Capacity building for sustainable management of natural resources in ecological corridors of transhoundary
interest, M 17-24;

Communication Activities
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Activity 6.1.

Develop and implement communication
activities for raising awareness on the
importance of ecological corridors, the role of
large carnivores for the ecosystems and for
enhancing project outputs

includes: comms subactivities (Cs) Cs1
development of project communication
strategy and action plan based on survey
results related to SHs’ engagement in
environmental protection in transhoundary
area; the survey will be applied torelevant SH
ininitial phase (months 3-6) mid phase (12-15)
and atfinal stage of project (months 26-30). Cs
2 Engage SH and use communicational
channels for transferring key messages: -
development of visual identity (graphic
design) for materials, as well as printing (
flyers, roll ups, stickers, roulette, linenbags,
pens, small notebooks, small jingle, backpacks,
t-shirts and mugs, booklets) and related
dissemination to relevant target groups
(months 3-10; 25-29). Cs 3 Raisingawareness
on importance of connectivity and LC via
promotion techniques:- organizing 1 meeting
with field trip/country to include min. 2 media
representatives; - development of promotional
videos (2 videos/country; min. 3 gifs
included/country); - professional photo
documentation of transboundary corridorarea
and the 3LC species;-for ANPD HU apackage
consisting of billboards, press conferences,
articles;-online communication viawebsite
and social media. Existing website
http:/openbordersforbears.com currently
managed by WWF RO will be further
developed to incorporate project resultsin4
national languages and English; wwf.ro
website as well as partners ‘level websites will
containasubsectionoftheprojectrelated
info and link to the project website. Project
information will be uploaded on applicants’
websites: http:/www.wwf.ro,
http://www.vtaky.sk, http://www.anp.hu.
Project team will make use of SM existing
channels of partner organisationsin order to
have high audience reach. Gifs, promotional
videos and website materials will be promoted
via SM (months 1-30). Cs 4 Events for project
disseminationandevaluation: 1international
conference (70 persons)and afield trip for
networking purposes and sharing project
results (months 24-30).
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Activity 6.2.

Develop andimplement educationaland
capacity buildingactivities

Activityincludes comms subactivities (Cs): Cs 5
Develop and implement pilot environmental
educational programme in schools:
developmentof1educationalhandbookon
LCs & connectivity for teachers and schools (4
national languages and English). The manual
development will be coordinated by
educational expert in WWF RO with external
expert input and agreed with partner
organizations. 1 school in RO area and one in
UAwillbe selected as pilot schoolsfortesting
the manual. In pilot schools the activity also
includes capacity building for teachers and
pupilsonLC & connectivitytopics,followed by
stimulating quality teaching on this topic by
organizing1 contestforbestprojectonthe
topic of LC & connectivity and participation of
winners in the summer camp. Inorder to have
agood chance of replicating the educational
programme on connectivity at Maramures
County level, meetings with Maramures School
Inspectorate and Rackiv School Inspectorate
willbe organized and the programme (and
manual) will be promoted within official
meetings. The pilotschool experience willbe
disseminated to partner countries within the
international camp event. Cs 6 Capacity
building for sustainable management of
natural resources in ecological corridors of
transboundary interest: at least 1
training/country for increasing capacity for
identification and managementof ecological
corridors at local level, trainings for PA
custodians/administrators and otherrelevant
SH-forestmanagers,authorities,decision
makers etc; at least 1 training for
farmers/country on sustainable use of natural
resources and for solving conflicts withLC; 1
cross border applied trainingfor3 days (20
people from 4 partner countries) for
identification, management of ecological
corridors, with field trip in RO for visualizing
efficiency of management measures; (1 day
indoor, 2 days field trip); 1 international
summer camp for youngsters (40 persons
from 4 partner countries) related to
connectivity and L.C.
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5. Lead Applicant's Profile

Name of the organisation in EN

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania-

Name in original language

Asociatia WWF Programul Dunare Carpati

Nationality Romania
Legal Status Private
Organisation ID 8

Postal address

Romania Maramureg BaiaMare 430272 Unirii
Boulevard 12A/86

Contact person

Ms. ALEXANDRA ERICA PUSCAS

Contact person's availability (email; phone)

apuscas@wwfdcp.ro +40262224035

Experience with similarprojects

Name of the Programme IKEA

Title of project Promote Responsible Forest Management for Sustainable Development
Sector Environment, Forest management

Location of the project Maramures Transboundary Region Romania and Ukraine, Slovakia
Total budget 1 400 000,00

Managed budget 980 000,00

Role in the Project Project beneficiary

Project duration 36

Short description of the project

Promote and supportimplementation of responsible forest management practices to maintain
especially the values of critical importance for the society by: (i) High Conservation Value Forests
identification and protection (ii) catalysing the improvement of the legal framework and voluntary
driven mechanisms (i.e. credible certifications schemes), (jii) building capacity for forest managers,
decisionmakers and key stakeholders and (iv) appropriate purchasing policies forsustainable

development.




Name of the Programme ENPI HUSKROUA 2007-2013

Title of project OpenBordersforBearsbetween RomanianandUkrainian Carpathians
Sector Environment

Location of the project Romania (Maramures), Ukraine (Zakarpatska, Ilvano Frankivsk)
Total budget 937 834,00

Managed budget 740 484,00

Role in the Project Beneficiary

Project duration 24

Short description of the project

Project focus was on biodiversity conservation in Maramures (Romania, Ukraine) in order to
maintain the connectivity of the Carpathian Mountains by:

- reducing the risk of habitat fragmentation,

- Identification of 17 ecological corridors (within a surface 1,067,400 ha) that provide connectivity
between habitats where bears are moving for different purposes (feeding, shelter, rest, mating),
- securing the sustainable use of natural resources.

Name of the Programme EEA Grants - Program RO02 - ,Biodiversity and ecosystem services”
Title of project SOLIDARON - Solidarity and respect for people and nature

Sector Environment

Location of the project Romania (Maramures)

Total budget 449 980,00

Managed budget 357 996,00

Role in the Project Project promoter

Project duration 18

Short description of the project

Projectaimwastoevaluate the ecosystemservices provided byforestand aquaticecosystems
from Maramures Mountains Nature Park (largest natural parkin Romania, approx. 133 000 ha)
and quantify i) costs and benefits of these key ecosystems as well as ii) the administrative costs of
direct beneficiaries of these key ecosystems, with the ultimate scope of improving policy
frameworks related to protection of ecosystem services.




Name of the Programme

Swiss Cohesion Fund

Title of project

Natura 2000 and Rural Development in Romania

Sector

Environment

Location of the project

Romania: Maramures and Hartibaciului Plateau

Total budget

959 698,13

Managed budget

674 132,63

Role in the Project

Project beneficiary

Project duration

38

Short description of the project

In Maramures the project resulted in a multisectorial cooperation initiative providing an overview
on protected areas’ situation and needs at Maramures county level as well as a strategic reference
document for responsible management of protected areas at county level (N2000 Maramures
Strategy). The major objectives of N2000 Maramures Strategy are fully integrated within the
county level development plan of 2014-2020.

Name of the Programme

WWF Belgium

Title of project

The Green Heart of the Carpathian Mountains

Sector

Environment

Location of the project

Romania (Maramures)

Total budget

1 008 968,00

Managed budget

1 008 968,00

Role in the Project

Project beneficiary

Project duration

37

Short description of the project

Projecttargeted: securingecological corridorsin Maramures by extending Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC)certification processforforests;improvementofiegalframeworkandits
enforcementinrelation toforest management practices, building capacity for efficientforest
management and support activities to prevent and reduceillegal logging in Romania; support
opportunitiesforincome generationfromgreenbusiness and provide capacitybuildingforgreen
business development in Maramures.

Financialcapabilitiesofthe Lead Applicantorganisationwillbeclarifiedinthe Annexno.7.




6. Applicant 1’s Profile

Name of the organisation in EN

Slovak Omithological Society/BirdLife Slovakia

Name in original language

Slovenskej ornitologickej spolocnosti/BirdLife

Nationality Slovakia
Legal Status Private
Organisation ID 30845521

Postal address

Slovakia Kosicky samospavnykraj Michalovce
07213 Senned

Contact person

Mr. Matej Repel

Contact person's availability (email; phone)

repel@vtaky.sk +421904501437 +4210905476779

Experience with similarprojects

Name of the Programme Life Nature

Title of project Conservation of SPAs Senne and Medzibodrozie in Slovakia
Sector Nature protection

Location of the project Kosice region

Total budget 1 325 556,00

Managed budget 623 722,79

Role in the Project Partner

Project duration 67

Short description of the project

TheProjectfocusedontwo SPAslocatedinthe EasternSlovakiannamelySenne SPA and
Medzibodrozie SPA, both belonging to the most important breeding and resting sites of rare,
endangered and vuinerable water birds in Slovakia. Project aims at restoration of favorable
conservation status of breeding and migratingbirds from Annex| of Birds Directive and regularly
migrating bird species in Senné and Medzibodrozie SPAs through securing appropriate habitats in

key locations.




Name of the Programme LIFE Nature

Title of project Wetland habitat restoration and bird protection of SPAs in Slovakia
Sector Nature protection

Location of the project Slovakia, Kosice, Banska Bystrica and Zilina region

Total budget 2 961 859,00

Managed budget 2 961 859,00

Role in the Project Project Beneficiary

Project duration 48

Short description of the project

In Poiplie,HornaOrava, Senianskerybniky SPAs therecontinuesalong-termunfavorable
development of habitats of bird species of European importance as a direct consequence of
negative water management actions, successional processes and changes in landscape and land
use. Projectmaingoalistoreducethesenegativeimpacts throughrestorationofhabitatforbirds
of Europeanimportanceaswellasatimprovementofpositive attitude ofalltargetgroups
towards the system of NATURA 2000.

Name of the Programme Life Nature

Title of project Protection ofthe Bittern and Ferruginous Duckin Medzi. SPA, Slovakia
Sector Nature protection

Location of the project Kosice region

Total budget 1 870 720,00

Managed budget 1 870 720,00

Role in the Project Beneficiary

Project duration 90

Short description of the project

Projectisfocusedon protection of two waterfowl specieslistedin Annex|. of the Birds Directive:
the Bittern (Botaurus stellaris)—,depletedfrom European perspective and the Ferruginous Duck
(Aythya nyroca) -Near Threatened status - IUCN Red List. The area of East Slovakia, (Medzibodrozie
SPA)is animportant migration route and breeding area. Main project goal is to halt and reverse
unfavorable trend of populations of the Bittern and the Ferruginous Duck.

Financial capabilities of the Applicant organisation will be clarified in the Annex no. 8.




6. Applicant 2’s Profile

Name of the organisation in EN

NGO RachivEcoTur

Name in original language mnnn”
Nationality Ukraine
Legal Status Private
Organisation ID 37020043

Postal address

Ukraine Zakarpattia Rakhiv 90600 Verbnyk 152/5

Contact person

Ms. Victoria Gubko

Contact person's availability (email; phone)

victoria_gubko@i.ua +3800672595996

Experience with similarprojects

Name of the Programme HUSKROUA ENPI Cross-Border Cooperation Program 2007-2013
Title of project PI@NETour - Creation of a scientific tourism product

Sector Tourism

Location of the project Maramures county, RO, Zakarpattia region,UA border area
Total budget 529 724,00

Managed budget 0,00

Role in the Project associate partner

Project duration 22

Short description of the project

Project aimed at development of tourism potential in the cross-borderregions of Maramures and
Transcarpathia in order to increase the contribution of tourism sector to the economic
development of the adjacent border area of Romania and Ukraine.

Project supported cooperation and exchange between Baia-Mare observatory (RO) and the
astrophysics department ofthe Uzhgorod National Universityinthefield of creatinganetworkof

observation points for the night sky.




Name of the Programme The Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt DBU

Title of project Community involvement in sustainable management of forest resources
Sector Ecology

Location of the project Lviv and Zakarpattia regions of Ukraine

Total budget 200 000,00

Managed budget 0,00

Role in the Project associated partner

Project duration 12

Short description of the project

Main objective of the project was to organize public consultations, workshops and exchange visits
forUkrainianforestry sectorexperts andwide publicinordertoinvestigatethe possible
mechanismsforwide public’sinvolvementintoforestresource managementinUkraine andinto
therelevant decision making process, as well as to exchange the experience with the German
colleagues (a study tour to the Eberswalde University).

Name of the Programme HUSKROUA ENPI Cross-Border Cooperation Program 2007-2013
Title of project Open borders for bears in the Ukrainian and Romanian Carpathians
Sector Environment

Location of the project Maramures historical region, RO-UA border area

Total budget 937 834,00

Managed budget 177 615,00

Role in the Project Partner 1

Project duration 24

Short description of the project

Project targeted preservation of biodiversity in Maramures as a critical stepping stone for the
connectivity of the Carpathians by reducing the risks of habitat fragmentation, restoring ecological
corridors for bears and by securing responsible use of natural resources.

The projectin Ukraine resulted in: identification of 7 ecological corridors, development of
conservation measures for these corridors and elaborating proposals for the relevant national
authorities in Ukraine.

Financial capabilities of the Applicant organisation will be clarified in the Annex no. 8.




6. Applicant 3’s Profile

Name of the organisation in EN Aggtelek National Park Directorate
Name in original language Aggteleki Nemzeti Park lgazgatésag
Nationality Hungary

Legal Status Public

Organisation ID 15323857841231205

Postal address

Hungary Borsod-Abauj-Zemplén megye Josvafd
3758 Tengerszem oldal 1

Contact person

Ms. Zofia Miskey Lukacs

Contact person's availability (email; phone) | miskey.zsofia.anpi@gmail.com +36308436958

Experience with similarprojects

Name of the Programme

Hungary-Slovakia Cross Border Co-Operation Programme 2007-2013

Title of project

Examination of the river Hernad/Hornad and its tributaries for environ

Sector

Nature protection

Location of the project

Hernad river

Total budget 505 958,00

Managed budget 494 886,00

Role in the Project beneficiary
24

Project duration

Short description of the project

Preservation of the natural values of the surface waters and wetlands along the water catchment

area of the river Hernad/Hornad in Slovakia and Hungary. The project produced a lot of
information defining the conditions and outcomes of the planning activities affecting water
catchmentareamanagement-all this concerning the status of many of the waters of the project
area. Allrelevantdata andresults from surveys were provided to wide public as well.




Name of the Programme Hungary-Siovakia Cross Border Co-Operation Programme 2007-2013
Title of project Examination of the wetlands and streams of the river Sajé/Slana
Sector Nature protection

Location of the project Sajé river

Total budget 605 102,00

Managed budget 509 441,00

Role in the Project lead beneficiary

Project duration 24

Short description of the project

Project wasimplemented in partnership with State Nature Protection of the Slovak Republic
aiming to protect and preserve the wetlands and water surface bodies in the water catchment
areaofriver Sajo, as well provide recommendationfor sustainable management plans of Natura
2000 areas. Results of the surveys were the basis for elaboration of water management plansin
order to improve the ecological conditions of surface waters as well as promote sustainable water
management measures.

Name of the Programme Hungary-Slovakia Cross Border Co-Operation Programme 2007-2013
Title of project Examination of the habitat of large predators (wolf, lynx)

Sector Nature protection

Location of the project Aggteleki-karszt and Szlovak-karszt

Total budget 469 940,00

Managed budget 427 540,00

Role in the Project lead beneficiary

Project duration 24

Short description of the project

Project was implemented in partnership with the East Slovak Museumin Kosiceinorderto
perform both botanical and zoological surveys and research for revealing the presence of scarce
valuable species: wolf (Canis lupus) and lynx (Lynx lynx). The project mainly aimed at protecting
the natural values by the survey of the ecological status of large predators and creating and
applying ajointly operated and coordinated monitoring system of the 2 subpopulation species
living in border areas, etc.




Name of the Programme Hungary-Slovakia Cross Border Co-Operation Programme 2007-2013
Title of project Handling the UNESCO caves of Aggtelek carst and the Slovak carst
Sector Nature protection

Location of the project Aggtelek carst and Slovak carst

Total budget 562 518,00

Managed budget 528 720,00

Role in the Project lead beneficiary

Project duration 24

Short description of the project

Inclose partnership with the State Nature Protection of the Slovakrepublic, the National Park
implemented this project aiming at performing research of hydrogeological, morphological
connections ofthe caveslocatedin Aggtelekand Slovak Carst.Importantdataandresultshave
beensharedamongexperts ofthe partnersconcemingissuesofbiodiversity, origins of pollution
fromthe surface. Intensive communicationand datasharing have promoted the development of
common cave managementplan.

Financial capabilities of the Applicant organisation will be clarified in the Annex no. 8.




7. Checklist

Yes

1. The proposal is typed and is in English.

2.TheLead Applicant has completed, signed and included the Declaration by the Lead Applicant.

3. All Applicants have completed and signed the Declaration(s) by the Applicant(s) and they are
enclosed.

4. The legal entity form is completed, sighed and enclosed.

5. The financial identification form is completed, signed and enclosed.

6.The budget of the project and thefinancial plan are enclosed, presentedin theformatrequested,
and stated inEUR.

7. Financial capacities are enclosed.

8. The state aid declarations are completed, signed and enclosed.

9.CopyoftheLead Applicant’s and all the Applicants’ approved and audited annual accountsforthe
last two financially closed years are enclosed.

10. The Statutes or Articles of association of the Lead Applicant organisation in original language
accompanied with brief English summary are enclosed

11. The Statutes or Articles of association of each Applicant organisation in original language
accompanied with brief English summary are enclosed

12. Specimen of signature of the legally authorized representative of the Lead Applicant organisation
issued by a public notary is enclosed

13. Documents of infrastructure (detailed description, location(s), full feasibility study or equivalent,
EIA, ownership, projecttechnical documentation, buiding permit etc.) are enclosed-ifrelevant

XXX X[ XXX | X[ X | X | X | XX
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PLEASE COMPLETE AND SIGN THI5 FORM AND ATTACH COPIES OF OFFICIAL SUPPORTING
DOCUMENTS (HEGISTER|(S) OF COMPANIES, OFFICIAL GAZETTE, VAT REGISTRATION, ETC )

i

PHAVARTY STATFAM 1Y

LEGAL ENTITY

Please use CAPITAL LETTIRS and LATIN CHARACTERS whert filling in the lorm

PRIVATE LAW BODY

OFFICIAL NAME (17 [Asocumn WWF PROGRAMUL DUNARE CARPATI ROMANIA - FILIALA MARAMURES l

[WWF DANUBE CARPATHIAN PROGRAMME ROMANIA - MARAMURES BRANCH I

| |
BUSINESS NAME |l |
lif different) II I
ABBREVIATION [WWF MM RO i
LEGAL FORM [NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION J
ORGANISATION TYPE| | ot OJ

NoNFORPROFIT  [X] NGO & ves [X] no [
MAIN REGISTRATION NUMBER (i) [8 |
SECONDARY REGISTRATION NUMBER | |
{if applicable}
PLACE OF MAIN v [BAIA MARE ]
DATE OF MAIN REGISTRATION 2010
o0 MM VY'Y

VAT NUMBER |26734647 |
ADDRESS OF |UNIRIl BOULEVARD NO 12A/86
HEAD OFFICE

POSTCODE [430272 P.0.BOX | | <y [BAIA MARE

COUNTRY  |ROMANIA | exone [0040 262 224035

EMAL  fapuscas@wwidcp.ro

OATE 9/11/2017

STAMP

LAl why, ¥
s
SIGNATURE OF AUTHORISED REPRESENTATIVE | ot - 0
\ ' ﬂf:: o

J

(1) Natianal denomination and its translation in EN or FR if existing.
Cz') NGO = Non Gavernmental Organisation, to bie completed i NFPO is indicated

(_!f) Registration bee in the national tegister of comp s See table with carresponding fleld denomination by country.




PLEASE COMPLETE AND SIGN THIS FORM AND ATTACH COPIES OF OFFICIAL SUPPORTING
DOCUMENTS (REGISTER(S) OF COMPANIES, OFFICIAL GAZETTE, VAT REGISTRATION, ETC.)

74

Il
I

|
l,!-'-

LEGAL ENTITY

PRIVAZ Y STATEMEN) bt Ao v afladpad/oied/eynttacls krants/nta._contiacks/onivany stolement ou.put

Prease ise CAPITAL LETTERS and LATIN CHARACTERS when lilling in the form
PRIVATE LAW BODY

OFFICIAL NAME (1) ISIuwnslu'l ornitologicka spolocnost/BirdLife Slovensko

[Slovak omithological society/BirdLife Slovakia

BUSINESS NAME l

L] LI L]

NON FOR PROFIT NGO @ YES Nvo []

(it dilterent) [

ABBREVIATION [sos/aL |

LEGAL FORM [Non Profit Organisation |
FOR PROFIT

ORGANISATION TYPE L

MAIN REGISTRATION NUMBER (3 [30845521

SECONDARY REGISTRATION NUMBER I

(if applicable)

PLACE OF MAIN cITy [Bratislava

DATE OF MAINREGISTRATION (02 | [02 ] [1993 |
[o10) MM Yvyy

VAT NUMBER [2020635364

ADBRESS OF [Zelindrska 4

HEAD OFFICE [

postcoDe [82108 | P.0.BOX | oy [Bratisiava

COUNTRY  [Slovakia | pHONE |[421904501437

EMAIL  [vtaky@vtaky.sk

e

W] 0 2007 i

D

BirdLife 02100 Bratidina
:lls{‘l;’v‘lliiﬂ K0: 30 345 521

(1) Natianal denoniination and its translation in EN ar R Il existing.
(2) NGO = Non Governmental Organisation, to be completed If NFPQ s Indicated.
(j) Registration number in the national cegister of companles. See table with corresponding field denomination by country.




PLEASE COMPLITE AND SIGN THIS FORM AND ATTACH COPIES OF OFFICIAL SUPPOITING

= DOCUMENTS {REGISTER{S) OF COMPANIES, OFFICIAL GAZETTE, VAT REGISTRATION, ETC )
| ——
—r
| —
PARILALY STATENILAT alp/ies europr cufbagnet/hbrargiantogty grantaimle suntrach/onvacy stalemen) v pdl

Please wse TARITAL LETTERS and LATIN CHARACTERS when Nilling in the torm

PRIVATE LAW BODY

OFFICIAL NAME 1i; | INGO RakhivEcoTour

e s e LS L]

F O "PaxisExoTyp"
BUSINESS NAME NG RakhivEcoTour
(it different} I
ABHLVIATION IRET |
LEGAL FORM [Non-government organization
FOR PROFIT [

ORGANISATION TYPE

NON FOR PROFIT NGO (D YES no [

MAIN REGISTRATION NUMBER () [37020043

SECONDARY REGISTRATION NUMBER I_

{if appheabice)

PLACE OF MAIN ary [Rakhiv ]
REGISTRATION COUNTRY [iraine I
DATE OF MAIN REGISTRATION b3]

oo MM yyvy
VAT NUMRER [ |
ADDRESS OF [Verbnyk Str., 152/5 ]
HEAD OFFICE [ ‘ .
POSTCODE (90600 P.0.BOX | | oy [Rakhiv |
COUNTRY  [Ukraine | PHone [+38067 259 59 96
eMAL  victoria_gubko@i.ua |
DATE 10/10/2017 STAMP

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORISED REPRESENTATIVE

e
3

\'.D National denomination and its translation in EN or FR it existing.
(E_l NGO = Non Governmental Organisation. fo be completed if NFPO is indicated
(_3) Registration number in the national register of companies. Sce table wath corresponding licld denomination by country.
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LEGAL ENTITY
PRIVACY STATEMENT buip/iec ewops eu/lydpet/ihrary/egntiants granishnlo comtsts/prnacy statemen =apdl

Please use CAPITAL | ETTERS and | ATIN CHARACTERS when filling In the form

PUBLIC LAW BODY @

OFFICIALNAME @ [[Aggtelek National Park Directorate

( |

|

ABBREVIATION  [ANPI ]

MAIN REGISTRATION NUMBER D (15 323857 8412 312 05

SECONDARY REGISTRATION NUMBER I

[if applicable)
PLACE OF MAIN REGISTRATION  CITY  [)dsvaf6 | country  [Hungary
DATE OF MAIN REGISTRATION
Do MM YYvYy
VAT NUMBER [15323857-2-05

[3758 16svai6, Tengerszem oldal 1.

OFFICIAL ADDRESS

POSTCODE (3758 P.0. 80X | | ey [Josvafe

COUNTRY  |Hungary | pHone [+36 48 506 000

eMAlL  [info.anp@t-online.hu

OATE 12/10/2017 FTAMP

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORISED REPRESENTATIVE

BaldzsNetews~
diract

PLEASE COMPLETE AND SIGN THIS FORM AND ATTACH COPIES OF OFFICIAL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS [RESOLUTION, LAW, REGISTER(S)
OF COMPANIES, OFFICIAL GAZETTE, VAT REGISTRATION, ETC.)

@ Public law body WITH LEGAL PERSQNALITY, meaning a public entity being able 1o represent liself and act in its own name,
l.e. being capable of suing or belng sued, acquiring and disposing of property, entering into contracts. This legal status is con-
fiemed by the afficlal legal act astablshing the antity (a law, a decree, etc.).

@) Natlonal d ination and its translation In EN or FR If existing.

() Registration number In the national register of the entity.
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FINANCIAL IDENTIFICATION

PRIVACY STATEMENY hite fige sutves eodbwiget/anteacty gantuinlp egintmts/fass st g tugnal i et tfogn

Please use CAPITAL LETTERS and LATIN CHARACTERS when filling in the form

BANKING DETAILS @

ACCOUNT NaME @ RN C  WT PRELARAL XINAEE WWM
swvaccount wumess & (2022 AACX (OITE I A G002

CURRENCY | ECR |
Bic/swiFTcaoe | AACK RV | BRANCH CODE @ |
BANK NAME LA CRAT B

ADDRESS OF BANK BRANCH
STREET & NUMBER “:.QE_/AQ LOE 2329
TOWN/CITY | Buol/8es7) | rostcooe |

COUNTRY [ RO AN

ccou ]

AS DECLARED TO THE BANK

ACCOUNT HOWDER  IASUC, WEF PRIGRAMUL BWALE CAETK] RObY

STREET & NUMBER I&=& AR L4 ’@;

TOWN/CITY [ HAM- AR & | posvcooe |
COUNTRY [ ROHA

REMARK

et
BANK STAMP + fgum'uai oF uhnfgimtssmnrm (& | [DATE (Obligatory)

%\ {2(020(1

@ Enter the fm;;ﬁrnt data and not the dsta of the Intermediary bank. B e

(@ This does not refer Lo the type of account. The account name ks usually the one of the unt I-;;lec. H , the account holder
may have chosen to give a diffarent name to its bank account.

() Fitl In the IBAN Code {international Bank Account Number) H it eists in Lhe country whera your bank Is established

(@) Only appilcable for US (ABA code), for AU/NZ (BSB code) and for CA {Transit code). Does not apply for other countries.

(® it is preferable to sttach a copy of RECENT bank statement. Plaasa nota that tha bank statement has to confirm el the
Information listed sbove under 'ACCOUNT NAME', ‘ACCOUNT NUMBER/IBAN' and ‘BANK NAME'. With an sttached statement,
the stamp of the bank and the signature of tha bank's tepresentative are not required. The signeture of the sccount:-holder

and the dale are ALWAYS mandatory.




Partnership A'greement

(ref: HUSKROUA/1702)

Project title: -
OPEN BORDERS FOR WILDLIFE IN THE CARPATHIANS

Application ID:
HUSKROUA/1702/6.1./0010

HUSKROUA ENI CBC Programme 2014-2020



Preamble

Having regard to

+ Commission Implementing Decision of 8 October 2014 adopting a
programming document for European Union support to ENI Cross-
Border Cooperation for the period 2014-2020 (Programming
Document); '

» Regulation (EU) No 232/2014 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 11 March 2014 establishing a European Neighbourhood
Instrument (ENI Regulation);

» Regulation (EU) No 236/2014 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 11 March 2014 laying down common rules and procedures
for the implementation of the Union's instruments for financing external
action (ENI CIR); : _

« Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 897/2014 of 18 August
2014 laying down specific provisions for the implementation of cross-
border cooperation programmes financed under Regulation (EU) No
232/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council establishing a
European Neighbourhood Instrument (hereinafter referred to as ENI
CBC Implementing Rules);

» Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and

of

« the Council of 18 July 2018 on the financial rules applicable to the

general budget of the Union, amending Regulations (EU) No
1296/2013, (EU) No 1301/2013, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No
1304/2013, (EU) No 1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013, (EU) No
223/2014, (EU) No 283/2014, and Decision No 541/2014/EU and
repealing Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012

« Joint Operational Programme 2014-2020 of Hungary-Slovakia-
Romania-Ukraine for the ENI Cross-Border Cooperation;

« National rules applicable to the Lead Beneficiary and Beneficiaries;

« State Aid applicable rules;

» Guidelines for Applicants;,

« Grant contract,

 Project Implementation Manual of the Programme;

» Project Communication Guidelines.

the following agreement has been concluded between:
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WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania — Maramures Branch,
Baia Mare Unirii Boulevard 12A/86, postal code 430272, Maramures County,
Romania, VAT number 26734647, (Lead Beneficiary)

and

Slovenskej ornitologickej spolocnosti/BirdLife Slovensko/Slovak
Ornithological Society/BirdLife Slovakia, Slovakia KoSicky samospavny
kraj Michalovce, 07213 , Senne 4, VAT number 2020635364, (Beneficiary 1),

NGO RachivEcoTur, Ukraine Zakarpattia Rakhiv, 90600, Verbnyk 152/5,
VAT number 37020043, (Beneficiary 2),

Aggteleki Nemzeti Park Igazgatésag/Aggtelek National Park Directorate,
Hungary, Borsod-Abauj-Zemplén megye, Josvafé, 3758 Tengerszem oldal 1,
VAT number 15323857-2-05, (Beneficiary 3),

(Hereinafter jointly referred to as Parties)

have agreed as follaws:

1. Subject of the Agreement

The purpose of this Partnership Agreement (hereinafter “the Agreement”) is to
define the rules of procedure for the joint implementation of the project: OPEN
BORDERS FOR WILDLIFE IN THE CARPATHIANS,
HUSKROUA/1702/6.1/0010 (“the Project”) approved by the Joint Monitoring
Committee (hereinafter referred to as JMC) of the Joint Operational
Programme Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine European Neighbourhood
Instrument Cross-border Cooperation Programme on 12th of July 2018 and
the relations among the Lead Beneficiary and Beneficiaries.

The Parties, through the present Partnership Agreement, lay down the rules
of procedures for the work to be carried out and the relations that shall govern
the partnership set up in order to successfully, effectively and efficiently
implement the above-mentioned cross-border cooperation Project. This
Agreement shall also define their mutual responsibilities concerning the
administrative and financial management of the Project.

The Grant Application Form as approved by the Joint Monitoring Committee
and the Grant Contract (with all its provisions) signed by all signatories are to
be regarded as integral parts of this Agreement, therefore their content and
the obligations set by the above-mentioned documents have to be fully
respected by the Parties and the provisions related to the Lead Beneficiary
apply mutatis mutandis to the partners, with the exceptions of the ones linked
to the application of Lead Partner principle.



2. Definitions

Where in this Agreement the "MA" is mentioned this refers to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary, which shall sign the Grant Contract
with the Lead Beneficiary and shall provide the grant funding. The MA is not a
party to this Agreement.

Where in this Agreement the “JTS" is mentioned it refers to the Joint
Technical Secretariat of the Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine European
Neighbourhood Instrument Cross-border Cooperation Programme. The JTS is
not a party to this Agreement.

Lead Beneficiary: the Lead Beneficiary is designated by the Project
Participants and assumes full legal and financial responsibility for ensuring
implementation of the entire project. The Lead Beneficiary is also responsible
for the proper reporting of progress during project implementation to the Joint
Technical Secretariat as stipulated in the Grant Contract.

Beneficiary: an actor that commits itself to functionally and financially
implement a project part of the Project according to the Grant Application
Form as approved by the Joint Monitoring Committee.

Project Participants: means Lead Beneficiary and other
Beneficiary/Beneficiaries together.

Project part: covers a set of activities within the Project as a whole,
undertaken by the Lead Beneficiary or another Beneficiary in a defined
timeframe and presented as a Lead Beneficiary / Beneficiary budget sheet in
the budget of the Grant Application Form.

3. Obligations of the Parties

The Project Participants commit themselves in doing everything in their power
to foster the implementation of the Project and shall ensure their performance
in time and in compliance with obligations to the JMA. Furthermore, they shall
implement the Project with the requisite care, transparency and diligence, in
line with the principles of sound financial management and with the best
practices in the field.

Project Participants shall actively cooperate in the development and
implementation of the Project. In addition, they shall cooperate in the staffing
and financing of the Project. The Lead Beneficiary and each Beneficiary shall
be legally and financially responsible for the activities that it is implementing
and for the share of the Union funds and, if relevant, the related State
contribution it has received for its project part. The Lead Beneficiary shall
assume the sole responsibility for the entire Projects towards the MA and fulfil
all obligations arising from the Grant Contract of the approved project and is
entitled to represent all Project Participants involved in the project towards
MA/JTS/programme management bodies.



In addition to the obligations set out in the Grant Contract the Lead
Beneficiary is obliged, in particular:

a.

b.

C.

Q

to be responsible for the overall coordination, management and
implementation of the entire Project

to inform all Beneficiaries on the signature of the Grant Contract
and provide all Beneficiaries with a copy thereof

to implement the Project in compliance with requirements set in
the Grant Contract

to appoint a project manager for the overall project coordination
to appoint a financial manager in charge of the overall project
financial implementation ensuring a proper bookkeeping system,
filing the original supporting documents

to appoint a communication manager in charge of the assurance
of the visibility requirements, and the communication and
capitalisation activities

to set up a reliable internal control system, coordination system
and audit trail, including mechanisms to avoid double financing
to guarantee the legality and regularity of the funds allocated to
the Project, in compliance with all the eligibility criteria

to arrange the recovery of amounts unduly paid

to ensure that the Beneficiaries receive the total amount of the
Union contribution as quickly as possible and in full accordance
with the present Agreement

to provide the co-financing to the ENI grant according with
Article 3 of the Grant Contract

to ensure that the expenditure presented by the Project
Participants has been paid for the purpose of implementing the
Project and corresponds to the activities agreed between the
Project Participants

to communicate with the JTS and report to it in time about any
Project complications, changes of the activity or Beneficiaries
and to notify the JTS/MA immediately of any event that could
lead to a temporary or final termination or delay of the project
activity as well as endanger/jeopardise the implementation of
the Project

to consult Beneficiaries regularly, keep them fully informed of
the progress of the Project and about all essential issues
connected to project implementation (e.g. about any variation of
the conditions at the basis of the present Agreement or about
any modification that could influence the implementation of the
Project, the information activity or the payment of financing) and
notify them immediately of any event that could lead to a
temporary or final termination or delay of the project activity as

~ well as endanger/jeopardise the implementation of the Project

to make any effort to contact the Beneficiaries in resolving the
difficulties including seeking the assistance of the JTS/MA

to ensure that all Beneficiaries are involved in the decision
making regarding the Project, and especially agree with the
Beneficiaries before submitting any request for reallocation



N <

between budget lines and for any amendment of the Grant
Contract/Partnership Agreement to the JTS/MA

to support the Beneficiaries in implementing their obligations by
giving them the correct information, indications and clarifications
on the procedures

to have its expenditures incurred in the given reporting period,
verified by the designated national controller (for Lead
Beneficiary from one of the Member States) or accepted auditor
(for Lead Beneficiary from Ukraine)

to collect expenditure verification reports and submit those to
the JTS in due time

to provide help and support for the national controllers or the
auditor in the preparation of the expenditure verification reports
to be responsible for the submission of requests for payment to
the JTS

to draw up and present the consolidated interim and the
consolidated final reports (hereinafter referred to as Project
interim Reports and Project Final Report) to the JTS as set in
the Article 6 of the Grant Contract

to report in accordance with the existing legislation and national
guidelines if the project activities are State Aid relevant in
accordance with EU legislation for beneficiaries located in the
Member States and in accordance with Chapter 10 of the
Association Agreement between the European Union and
Ukraine for the Ukrainian beneficiaries

to properly archive project documents for the period of five years
from the date of payment of the balance of the Programme, as
per Art. 70 of ENI CBC Implementing Rules

to implement its individual part of the Project accordingly

to enable the responsible bodies indicated in the grant contract
to carry out their audit, control and monitoring / evaluation
activities

aa.to guarantee the systematic collection and the safe storage of all

the documentation regarding project expenditure and activities

bb.to keep a copy of all project documents prepared by the Project

Participants or other bodies.

Each Beneficiary is directly and exclusively responsible to the Lead
Beneficiary for the due' implementation of its respective project part and for
the proper fulfiiment of its obligations as set out in the Partnership Agreement
and in the Grant Application Form.

In addition to the obligations set out in the Grant Contract each Beneficiary is
obliged, in particular:

a) to implement its Project part in compliance with requirements set

in the Grant Contract

b) to provide the co-financing to the grant contribution
c) to appoint a project manager who is responsible for its part of

the project implementation

6



d)

e)

a)

h)

to appoint a financial manager in charge of ensuring a proper
bookkeeping system, filing the original invoices, ensuring
adequate measures to avoid double financing etc.

to set up effective, efficient and reliable management and
control system and audit trail at a project Beneficiary level

to ensure that the expenditure has been incurred for the purpose
of implementing the project and correspond to the activities
agreed by the Project Participants and described in the Grant
Application Form

to have its expenditures incurred in the given reporting period,
verified by the designated national controller or auditor and to
submit the expenditure verification report issued by national
controllers (for the Member States) or the auditor (for Ukraine) to
the Lead Beneficiary in due time

without any delay to inform the Lead Beneficiary about any
changes concerning the bank account to which the Union
contribution of the Beneficiary shall be transferred

to provide the help and support for the national controllers or the
auditors in order to prepare the expenditure verification reports
to submit to the Lead Beneficiary the Beneficiary level interim
and final reports

without any delay to provide the Lead Beneficiary with any
information needed to draw up Project interim and final reports
to guarantee the systematic and safe collection of all the
documentation regarding its part of project expenditure and its
transmission to the Lead Beneficiary, as well as to guarantee
the access to documents to all the representatives of the
institutions in charge of verifications and to the bodies
authorised to monitor or audit the Project;

m) to report to the Lead Beneficiary in accordance with the existing

q)

n

legislation and national guidelines if the project activities are
State Aid relevant in accordance with EU legislation for
beneficiaries located in the Member States and in accordance
with Chapter 10 of the Association Agreement between the
European Union and Ukraine for the Ukrainian beneficiaries

to guarantee the legality and regularity of the funds allocated to
the part of the Project implemented under its own responsibility,
in compliance with all the eligibility criteria

to repay the amounts unduly paid to the Lead Beneficiary, if so
requested bythe MA/JTS

to react promptly to any request of the Lead Beneficiary or
MA/JTS in particular for what concerns requests related to the
coordination and implementation of the project

to notify the Lead Beneficiary immediately of any event that
could lead to a termination or temporary delay of the project
activity as well as endanger/jeopardise the implementation of
the Project

to ensure that all information to be provided and requests made
to the MA/JTS are sent via the Lead Beneficiary



s) to properly archive project documents for the period of five
years from the date of payment of the balance of the
Programme, as per Art. 70 of ENI CBC Implementing Rules

The breach of the obligations of the Agreement by one of the Beneficiaries
may lead to an early termination of its participation in the Project. Should a
Project Participant not fulfil its obligations under this Agreement in due time,
the Lead Beneficiary shall admonish the Beneficiary to fulfil them within a
reasonable period of time. The Project Participants undertake to find a rapid
and efficient solution. Should the non-fulfiiment continue, the Lead Beneficiary
may decide to terminate the Beneficiary concerned from the Project. This
termination has to be decided by consensus by all the other Beneficiaries in a
documented manner. The Lead Beneficiary shall communicate to the MA/JTS
the reasons for the proposed termination of one of the Beneficiary's
participation and the date on which the termination shall take effect, as well as
a proposal on the reallocation of the tasks of the Beneficiary whose
participation is terminated provided that the eligibility rules of the Call for
Proposal are kept with the remaining Beneficiaries, or on its possible
replacement with the involvement of a new Beneficiary. Such proposal shall
be endorsed by the Joint Monitoring Committee. If the JMC agrees with the
termination and with the proposed changes in the partnership, the Grant
Contract shall be amended accordingly.

4. Duration of Agreement

The Agreement is valid from the date of signature by all Parties and enters
into force from the day the Grant Contract between the MA and the Lead
Beneficiary enters into force. It shall remain in force until the Lead Beneficiary
has discharged in full its obligations arising from the Grant Contract towards
the MA, including the period of availability of documents for financial controls.

This Agreement shall also remain in force if there is any non-resolved dispute
among the Parties at an out-of-court arbitration body.

In case the Grant Contract terminates, the present Agreement remains valid
until the end of the availability of documents for financial controls.

5. Results

All the Parties shall adhere to the set numbers of the activities and action
plan, so that the planned results and related indicators are achieved, as
detailed in the Grant Application Form.

6. Amendment of the activities, action plan, results and indicators

If for some reasons one of the Project Participants cannot implement one of
the defined activities or deviation from the approved action plan is
unavoidable with the necessary changes in the set of indicators, the Lead
Beneficiary has to inform the MA/JTS in writing about the difficulties raised
and shall request the possible modification accordingly.



Where the amendment does not affect the basic purpose of the Project, the
Lead Beneficiary may amend the Description of the Project and shall inform
the JTS accordingly. Such amendments shall be collected during the
concerned reporting period in form of a ‘request for modification(s)' by the
Lead Beneficiary and submitted for approval to the Joint Technical Secretariat
favourably at the end of the reporting period but in the report at the latest.

Where the level of amendment requires prior approval, the Lead Beneficiary
shall submit a duly justified request to the JTS thirty days before the date on
which the amendment should enter into force, unless there are special
circumstances duly substantiated and accepted by the JTS. Upon approval,
such amendment will be embodied in form of an Addendum to the Grant
Contract.

The Lead Beneficiary shall obtain the written prior agreement of all the
Beneficiaries for any amendment before applying to the MA/JTS with the
request.

The amendment may not have the purpose or the effect of making changes to
the Grant Contract and Grant Application Form that would call into question
the grant award decision or be contrary to the equal treatment of applicants.

7. Management of the project

For the purpose of the successful management of the project the Parties
agree to establish the Steering Committee, (where all the Project Participants
are represented and which may decide on the most important issues
regarding the project). The Steering Committee will represent the concerns of
all involved Project Participants.

The Steering Committee will:

- Provide the overall project planning and tracking of project results on a
regular basis;

- Approve project reports (including narrative and financial reports,
expert reports);

- Evaluate and monitor the project progress in each location and decide
on the project progress;

- Approve necessary changes to the project implementation before they
are submitted by the Lead Beneficiary to JTS/MA.

The Steering Committee (SC) conducted by Project Supervisor is the
decision-making body governing and monitoring the project implementation.
The Steering Committee will approve the evaluation and monitoring plan that
will be prepared at the beginning of the project, and receive annual updates
on progress of implementation. To ensure proper and efficient project
monitoring, different management tools will be used: log frame and the agreed
project .indicators. SC will include 1 member from each Beneficiary, 2
members from Lead Beneficiary. It will meet physically on annual basis and
via electronic space (skype, webex, zoom call), at least every 6 months. The
Lead Beneficiary will provide a document including draft project work plan



(responsibilities, timelines, and monitoring scheme) to be agreed on by the
applicants on first meeting of SC. Work plans will be constantly updated
throughout project's lifetime. For a smooth implementation of the project
guidelines on reporting, accounting, procurements and financial management
will be jointly developed in the beginning of the project and shared with the
partners in order to ensure appropriate implementation of activities: the
document will include standard regulations in case of certain project needs,
eg partner change.

8. Changes in the project partnership

Being aware of the fact that all changes in the project partnership need prior
approval of the Joint Monitoring Committee and that the Grant Contract shall
terminate if the number of Beneficiaries falls below the minimum number of
participants, the Project Participants agree not to back out of the Project
unless there are unavoidable reasons for it.

In case one of the Project Participants withdraws from the Project or its
participation is terminated from it (the process is detailed under Article 3), the
remaining Project Participants shall undertake to find a rapid and efficient
solution to ensure further proper project implementation without any delay.
Consequently, the Project Participants shall endeavour to cover the
contribution of the withdrawing Project Participant, either by completing its
tasks by one or more of the remaining Project Participants or by involving a
new potential Beneficiary to join the project partnership, taking into account
the relevant programme provisions.

In case of legal succession, e.g. when the Beneficiary changes its legal form,
the Beneficiary is obliged to transfer all duties under this Agreement to the
legal successor. The Beneficiary shall notify the Lead Beneficiary in written
form within 5 working days. The Lead Beneficiary shall notify the JTS
according to the provisions set out in the Grant Contract.

The Lead Beneficiary shall inform the MA/JTS as soon as changes in the
project partnership are foreseeable. The changes in the partnership enter into
force only after approval by the Joint Monitoring Committee.

The Beneficiary whose participation in the Project was terminated or the one
who backed out of the Project will be obliged by the present Agreement for its
whole duration with regard to the activities carried out and expenditure
incurred until the moment when the termination took effect or when the
Beneficiary withdrew from the Project. The provisions set for document
‘keeping, recoveries and financial controls and audits remain applicable to
them.

9. Liability

The Project Participants agree that one Party cannot under any
circumstances or for any reason whatsoever be held liable for damage or



injury sustained by the staff or property of the other Party while the Project is
being carried out or as a consequence of the Project.

The Project Participants agree that they shall assume sole liability towards
third parties, including liability for damage or injury of any kind sustained by
them while the part of the Project implemented under their own responsibility
is being carried out or as a consequence of that part of the Project.

10. Sub-contracting
The Project Participants may subcontract a limited portion of the Project.

In the case in which one of the Beneficiaries sign agreements/contracts with
subcontractors for a partial execution of their part of the Project, Beneficiary
will continue to be responsible towards the Lead Beneficiary for all the
obligations arising from the present Agreement.

If the implementation of a project requires procurement of goods, works or
services by a Beneficiary, the following rules shall apply:

(a) where the Beneficiary is a contracting authority or a contracting entity
within the meaning of the Union legislation applicable to procurement
procedures, it may apply national laws, regulations and administrative
provisions adopted in connection with Union legislation.

In all other cases the applicable rules are set out in Art. 52 paragraph 2 and
Articles 53 to 56 of ENI CBC Implementing Rules, as well as any specific
instructions defined in the Guidelines for Applicants and the Project
Implementation Manual.

In case of legal succession, e.g. when the Beneficiary changes its legal form,
the Beneficiary is obliged to transfer all duties under this Agreement to the
legal successor. The Beneficiary shall notify the Lead Beneficiary in written
form within 30 days. The Lead Beneficiary shall notify the JTS according to
the provisions set out in the Grant Contract.

11.Financing of the Projects

The financing of the Project will be performed in accordance with the Article 3
of the Grant Contract.

The total eligible cost of the Project is estimated at 1,550,871.83 Euro, as set
out in the Budget of the Project, annexed to the Grant Contract. The
maximum ENI grant is estimated at 1,395,784.63 Euro, equivalent to 90 % of
the estimated total eligible cost of the Project.

Separate Beneficiary level budget for the part of the Project implemented
under each Beneficiary's own responsibility should be filled in and annexed to
the present Agreement. Beneficiary level budgets should be annexed in as
many tables as the number of the Project Participants (including the Lead



Beneficiary), conforming to Annex Il of the Grant Contract (Budget of the
project indicated per beneficiary including ENI. share in amount and in
percentage).

12.Co-financing of the Projects

The Project Participants shall co-finance the ENI grant contribution according
to the requirements of the Grant Contract.

The Lead Beneficiary undertakes to co-finance the implementation of the
Project with 29,885.92 Euro.

Romanian State will also co-finance the implementation of the Action with
29,885.91 Euro.

The Beneficiary 1 undertakes to co-finance the implementation of the Project
with 16,509.58 Euro.

Slovakian State will also co-finance the implementation of the Action with
16,509.57 Euro.

The Beneficiary 2 undertakes to co-finance the implementation of the Project
with 28,320.72 Euro.

Hungarian State will co-finance the implementation of the Action with
33,975.50 Euro.

Failure to respect this clause may cause penalties correspondent to the
caused damage or even a project termination and recovery.

Project Participants shall follow the applicable State Aid rules.

13. Payment

All Union contributions for implementation of the Project will be transferred to
the bank account of the Lead Beneficiary defined in the Financial Identification
Form (Annex 2 to this. Agreement). All the payments in the frame of Project
will be made by the Lead Beneficiary from this bank account jin Euro.

Any changes of the bank account data by the Beneficiary must be reported to
the Lead Beneficiary as soon as possible.

The Lead Beneficiary shall be responsible for the administrative and financial
management of the funds.

The Lead Beneficiary takes responsibility for distributing the Union funds
between the Project Participants as the pre-financing payments and in
accordance with their verified expenditures incurred for project actions and
payment requests. The fund will be distributed by means of the transfer within
10 working days without delay as from the date of receipt of the instalment of
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Grant, proportionally to each Beneficiary's contribution to the Project unless
justified, without making any deduction, retention or further specific charge
(except bank charges according to legislation e.g shared bank commissions
which the beneficiary cannot control being imposed by banks), and shall
submit the proof of transfer to MA/JTS within 10 working days.

Legal Entity Form per each Beneficiary (conforming to the mode! provided in
the Application Package and Annex 1 to the present Agreement) contains
details of the bank accounts to which the ENI share of the Beneficiaries shall
be transferred by the Lead Beneficiary. If the total verified accepted eligible
costs of the part of the Project implemented under the Beneficiary's
responsibility at the end of the Project are less than the estimated cost, the
Beneficiary shall be limited to the amount approved by the MA for the
respective part of the Project.

Any interest accruing from pre-financing paid by the Lead Beneficiary to the
Partners shall be mentioned in the final report. Any interest or equivalent
benefits from the pre-financing paid by the MA to the Lead Beneficiary and
transferred to the project Beneficiaries will not be due to the MA and shall be
used by each Beneficiary for the project activities. However, for the purpose of
monitoring, the interest obtained will need to be stated in the final reports.

Revenues generated by the project are monitored throughout the whole
project life cycle in narrative and financial reports. The revenues to be
potentially generated within the project implementation may constitute the
Lead Beneficiary's or the Beneficiaries co-financing (at least 10% of the
project) if they have been predicted in the project budget. Any revenues
above the threshold of the Lead Beneficiary's and Beneficiaries' co-financing
shall be deducted from the reported eligible expendltures in the final payment
claim submitted by the Lead Beneficiary.

Other specific cases and definitions are set in the Article 10 “Financial
provisions” of the Grant Contract and in the Project Implementation Manual.

14.Budget and eligible expenditures

The Lead Beneficiary is the sole responsible party to the MA/JTS for the
budgetary and financial management of the Project.

The Project Participants commit themselves to respect the budget breakdown
as set in the Annex |i of the Grant Contract (Budget of the project) and the
Beneficiary level budgets annexed to the present Agreement and shall
implement the project according to the budget reported.

The Lead Beneficiary must ensure the correctness of the accounting, financial
reports and documents drawn up by the Beneficiaries regarding the budget.
The Lead Beneficiary may request further information, documentation and
evidence from the Beneficiaries to that effect. Each Beneficiary shall be held
responsible for financial implementation of its part of the budget assigned for:
the Project.
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Any amendment of the project budget shall be performed by the Lead
Beneficiary according to Article 16 of the Grant Contract and under the prior
agreement of the Beneficiaries. Provisions set out in Article 6 “Amendment of
the activities, action plan, results and indicators” of present Agreement applies
for the amendment of the budget as well.

Each Beneficiary is committed to keep accounts solely used for the Project
budget, following the requirements indicated in the grant contract.

The accounts shall provide total expenses related to the budget operation in
national currency and translated into Euro for reporting following the method
stipulated in the Grant Contract.

The Project Participants commit themselves to respect all the eligible criteria.

15.Monitoring

The Lead Beneficiary has overall responsibility for monitoring the actions
undertaken by the Beneficiaries on an on-going basis, aiming at the
achievement of the results and measured by the related indicators.

The Lead Beneficiary is obliged to promptly inform the MA/JTS and to provide
it with all necessary details in case of any events that could jeopardize the
implementation of the Project or the achievement of the planned results.

16.Reporting

The Lead Beneficiary can submit a Request for Payment to the JTS only by
providing proof of progress of the Project. Therefore, in order to provide
adequate information on the progress of the Project, each Beneficiary has to
submit an Interim Report to the Lead Beneficiary consisting of a narrative part
describing the activities carried out with their outputs and results during the
reporting period and a financial part presenting the financial progress of the
Project part implemented under his own responsibility, compared to the
approved Grant Application Form.

The Beneficiary level interim report shall consist of a narrative part and a

financial part shall conform to the template as published by the Programme
and shall cover every 12 months of the implementation period of the Project.

The Beneficiary level final report consisting of a narrative part and a financial
part shall conform to the template as published by the Programme.

The proofs of the transfers of ownership referred to Article “Ownership/use of
results” are to be annexed to the final report.

The Beneficiaries have to respect the reporting deadlines of the Grant
Contract and have to submit their Interim/Final Reports and Expenditure
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Verification Reports for the part of the Project implemented under its own
responsibility to the Lead Beneficiary in due time, until end of the 13 Month
for interim report 1, until end of the 25! Month for interim report 2, and until
end of the project duration but no later than 2 months after project closure.

The Expenditure Verification Report shall be issued by a national controller (in
case of Beneficiary from a Member State) or by an approved independent
auditor (in case of Beneficiary from Ukraine) - For verification of expenditures
Ukrainian Beneficiaries have to choose pre-select independent external
auditor from the list of auditors approved by the Ministry of Finance of Ukraine
from 14 March, 2019 No 111,

An Expenditure Verification Report shall be attached to:
- any interim report
- the final report.

Having collected all the Beneficiary level interim reports and Expenditure
Verification Reports, the Lead Beneficiary prepares and then submit the
Project Interim Report to the JTS accompanied by a request for further pre-
financing payments and all the connected Beneficiary level interim reports and
Expenditure verification Reports. The same procedure applies for the Final
Report with exception to the request for further pre-financing payments.

The Reports shall be drafted in English language and should be drawn up in
Euro. The Beneficiaries shall convert into Euro the amounts of expenditure in
the list of expenditure incurred in national currency before submission for
verification to the responsible controller or auditor. The expenditures shall be
converted as described in the Grant Contract. The exchange rate risk is borne
by the Beneficiary concerned.

If a Beneficiary fails to supply the Lead Beneficiary with any of the Reports by
the deadline set above, it has to represent sufficient written explanation of the
reasons why it is unable to comply with this obligation.

Failure to respect this timing may cause penalties correspondent to the
caused damage or the suspension of any further transfer of resources from
the Lead Beneficiary to the Beneficiary(ies).

Each Beneficiary is obliged to supply the Lead Beneficiary with all information
that is needed for the preparation of the Project Reports and for any other
specific documentation that might be requested.

The Lead Beneficiary shall keep the Beneficiary(ies) informed on a regular
basis about all relevant .communication with the MA/JTS regarding the
approval of the Reports and about all other essential issues connected to the
Project implementation. »



17.Financial control and audit requirements

The Lead Beneficiary shall perform the verification of expenditure as laid
down in Article 6.7 of the Grant Contract.

The requirement of the Article 6.7 of the Grant Contract will be extended to all
Beneficiaries independently of the amount granted.

The Lead Beneficiary will receive Beneficiaries’ expenditure verification
coming from either an accredited and approved auditor in the case of
Ukrainian Beneficiaries or from national controllers in the case of Beneficiaries
coming from Member States. The received expenditure verification reports
attached to the individual (Beneficiary level) reports will be submitted by the
Lead Beneficiary to the JTS, together with the Project report accompanied by
a request for further pre-financing payment in case of interim reports.

The information concerning the reality and validity of actions and expenses
eligible for funding provided by each Beneficiary shall engage only each
Beneficiary's responsibility.

The Project Participants take all the necessary arrangements to assure that
the foreseen verification will be carried out and provide the national
controllers/auditors of any requested information on the project, giving them
access to the accounting books, supporting documents and other
documentation related to the project, including site visits for the equipment,
works and infrastructure.

The coverage rate for the expenditure to be verified shall be defined in the
published Terms of Reference, in accordance with applicable national
legislation and international standards.

18. Recovery

The Lead Beneficiary shall be responsible for the recovery of any unjustified
or ineligible expenditure and for the reimbursement to the MA of its share or
amounts recovered according to the Article 14 of the Grant Contract.

Where ineligible expenditure already covered by a payment is identified on
receipt of the final report for a contract or following a control or an audit, the
Lead Beneficiary shall make out the recovery to the Beneficiaries (or the
Subcontractors) concerned. The Beneficiaries (or Subcontractors) will
reimburse such funds to the Lead Beneficiary on the base of the recovery
orders.

The Beneficiary whose patrticipation in the Project was terminated is obliged to
refund to the Lead Beneficiary any ineligible funds and any damage to the
remaining Project Participants.

Project Participants recognize the right of the MA to directly request from them
the recovery of any amount claimable for which they are responsible.
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Likewise, and in case the MA is unable to recover the debt within one year of
issuing the recovery order, all Project Participants further recognize the right
of the national authorities of the country to which they belong to directly claim
from them the recovery of any amount claimable for which they are
responsible, including by offsetting of any Union contribution from any
financial instrument. They also accept the right of the European Commission
to directly claim the recovery by the same means.

19.Ownership/use of resuits

The issues of the ownership are regulated by Article 12 “Ownership/use of
results and assets “of the Grant Contract.

The Parties hereby agree that ownership of, and title and intellectual and
industrial property rights to, the Action’s results, reports and other documents
relating to it shall be vested to the Beneficiaries, as found in the below
description. The Beneficiaries will have ownership of the equipment
purchased individually within the project and will ensure their maintenance
and use also after project ending.

The Project Participants agree that owners of the investments are the
following:
WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania —Maramures Branch as
Lead Beneficiary is the owner of the following equipment purchased within the
project:

- 1 monitoring equipment autonomous GPS based navigation drone;

- 25 wildlife monitoring cameras (supplies included); '

- 1 notebooks for GIS application,

- 2 Notebook for regular use;

- 1 Photo camera;

- 1 Multifunctional copy machine;

- 1 Beamer in RO;

3 sets of field equipment for staff in RO.

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania —Maramures Branch as
Lead Beneficiary is the owner of the 4 wheel drive car purchased in the
project.

Slovak  Ornithological Society/BirdLife = Slovakia, Slovenskej
ornitologickej spoloénosti/BirdLife as Beneficiary 1 is the owner of the
following equipment purchased within the project:

- 2 notebooks;
1 beamer - digital projector;
- 4 GPS;
- 40 wildlife monitoring cameras + accessories (cover, batteries, SD
card, lock, charger);
1 Photo camera.

{

NGO RakhivEcoTour as Beneficiary 2 is the owner of the following
equipment purchased within the project:
- 8 infrared cameras for monitoring in Ukraine;
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2 GPS in Ukraine;

3 Laptops for regular use in Ukraine;

1 Laptop for GIS use in Ukraine;

1 Beamer in Ukraine;

1 thermal camera in Ukraine.

1 set of field equipment for technical staff member in UA.

Aggteleki Nemzeti Park Igazgat6sag/Aggtelek National Park Directorate
as Beneficiary 3 is the owner of the following equipment purchased within the
project:

3 Thermal cameras for monitoring purposes in Hungary;
10 Wildlife cameras Hungary;

3 Field data collectors Hungary;

2 Laptops Hungary;

1 Software Hungary;

2 Telescopes Hungary;,

3 photo cameras Hungary;

1 set of field equipment for staff Hungary;

1 field computer Hungary.

The Project Participants agree that owners of the Project outputs/deliverables
are the following:

- WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania —Maramures Branch as
Lead Beneficiary is the owner of the following outputs/deliverables:

1 report on conflicts human wildlife in UA-RO;

1 report on functionality of corridors by means of monitoring equipment
in RO;

1 policy report including existing and planned status of developments in
selected pilot site from RO;

-1 project web page (interactive with data base included); plus

consultation platform linked to webpage;

1 Study/services on testing management measures for connectivity
related to forest edge restoration in ecological corridors in RO;

1 study/services ‘on testing management measures for connectivity for
the natural pasture restoration RO;

1 study/services on technical solutions for ensuring connectivity on
forestry roads.

Slovak  Ornithological  Society/BirdLife  Slovakia, Slovenskej
ornitologickej spolo¢nosti/BirdLife as Beneficiary 1 is the owner of the
following outputs/deliverables:

1 report on analysis of current land use in the project area;

1 report for identification / modelling of ecological corridors at project
level,

1 contract for verification of ecological corridors by tracking/monitoring;
1 contract services for ecological corridor proposal in SK;

1 report on integration of identified ecological corridors into plans and
policies on national, regional and local level,

1 report on field mapping of landscape structures & barriers in
bottlenecks;
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1 online database which will include project biodata.

NGO RakhivEcoTour as Beneficiary 2 is the owner of the foliowing
outputs/deliverables:

1 contract for GIS Modelling in UA;

1 policy report UA;

1 report on poaching UA,

1 report on forest critical habitats UA;

1 contract on large scale GIS data in UA;

1 study on technical solutions for preventing attacks from wildlife in
corridor areas in UA:

1 study/services on testing management measures for connectivity
related to forest edge restoration in ecological corridors in UA.

Aggtelek National Park Directorate/Aggteleki Nemzeti Park Igazgatésag
as Beneficiary 3 is the owner of the following outputs/deliverables:

GIS database, field service in Hungary;

Field observations, data collection in Hungary, part of GIS service in
Hungary;,

Genetic test, part of GIS service in Hungary;

Mapping of Hungarian observation areas, production of new GIS
databases, part of GIS service in Hungary.

The copies of the proofs of transfers (if any) will be attached to the Final
Reports as set in the article “Reporting”.

As to the sustainability of project results after the end of the implementation
period, as for the ‘steps to be taken after project closure, the Project
Participants agree on the following activities and designate the following rights
and duties within the project partnership:

a) WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania —-Maramures Branch
as Lead Beneficiary;

will continue the monitoring of ecological corridors by use of monitoring
cameras and drone, in key ecological corridors in Maramures region,
Romania;

will maintain the project website;

will lobby for inclusion of management measures within strategic
development plans (management plans, forestry plans etc), ;
methodology for identification and designation of ecological corridors
and map/database of corridors will be submitted to Romanian national
ministry responsible for environment, to the Secretariat and the
Biodiversity WG of the Carpathian Convention which can further use it
for implementation in other areas;

will monitor the management measures that are implemented via
OBWIC project and provide logistical assistance for maintenance,
keeping close communication with administrators/owners of the target
areas;

will lobby to decision makers in Romania for protection of ecological
corridors.
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The financial sources used for above mentioned actions will be ensured by
WWEF RO as connectivity represents a strategic objective for the organization.

b) Slovak Ornithological Society/BirdlLife Slovakia, ~Slovenskej
ornitologickej spolo¢nosti/BirdLife as Beneficiary 1,

- will maintain database containing project biodata from the 4 ENI
countries will be maintained after project ending;

- will continue the monitoring of ecological corridors by use of monitoring
cameras, in the target corridor areas in Slovakia (KoSicky samospavny
kraj, PreSovsky samospavny kraj);

- will lobby for inclusion of management measures within strategic
development plans (management plans, forestry plans etc.), ;

- will lobby to decision makers in Slovakia for protection of ecological
corridors.

The financial sources used for above mentioned actions will be ensured by
Beneficiary 1.

¢) NGO RakhivEcoTour as Beneficiary 2:

- will continue the monitoring of ecological corridors by use of monitoring
cameras, in key ecological corridors in Zakarpattia, Ivano-Frankivsk
regions, Ukraine;

- will monitor the management measures that are implemented via
OBWIC project and provide logistical assistance for their maintenance,
keeping close communication with administrators/owners of the target
areas,

- will lobby for inclusion of management measures within strategic
development plans (management plans, forestry plans etc.),

- will lobby to decision makers in Ukraine for protection of ecological
corridors. _

The financial sources used for above mentioned actions will be ensured by
Beneficiary 2 and partners WWF UA.

d) Aggtelek National Park Directorate/Aggteleki Nemzeti Park
Igazgat6sag as Beneficiary 3:
- will continue the monitoring of ecological corridors by use of monitoring
cameras, in the area of Aggtelek National Park and key ecological corridors
corridor areas in the proximity;
- will lobby for inclusion of management measures within strategic
development plans (management plans, forestry plans etc), ;
- will lobby to decision makers in Hungary for protection of ecological
corridors.

The financial sources used for above mentioned actions will be ensured by
Beneficiary 3 as monitoring of wildlife is one key action included in the Park’s
activity.

In connection to the revenues generated after project closure, the Project
Participants agree on the following rules:



- [project part / activity generating revenue, planned amount per year,
timeframe, Project Participant collecting the revenue, method of sharing
revenue (e.g. percentages) etc.] Not applicable, project does not generate
revenues.

Taking into account the provisions of Article 39 point 3 of ENI CBC
Implementing Rules, any project including an infrastructure component shall
repay the Union contribution if, within five years of the project closure or within
the period of time set out in state aid rules, where applicable, it is subject to a
substantial change affecting its nature, objectives or implementation
conditions which would result in undermining its original objectives. Sums
unduly paid in respect of the project shall be recovered by the MA in
proportion to the period for which the requirement has not been fulfilled.
Therefore, owners of an infrastructure component shall not substantially
modify their respective project parts affecting its nature, objectives or its
implementation conditions.

20.Communication, publicity and projects results

Any publicity measure undertaken by any of the Project Participants shall be
conducted in accordance with the Article 19 of the Grant Contract and with
any other provisions of the Hungary- -Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine ENI Cross-
border Cooperation Programme 2014-2020.

2. Information and publicity measures shall be co-ordinated among the Project
Participants. Each Project Participant is equally responsible for promoting the
fact that financing for the Project is provided from Union contribution within the
framework of the Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine ENI Cross-border
Cooperation Programme 2014-2020 and is responsible for ensuring the
adequate promotion of the Project.

3. The Project Participants take note of the fact that the results of the Pro;ect
as well as any study or analysis produced in the course of the Project can be
made available to the public and they agree that the results of the Project
shall be available for all Project Participants and for the public free of charge.
4. The Project Participants agree that the Lead Beneficiary may provide the
MA/JTS or other programme management bodies to publish, in whatever
form, unrestricted as far as data protection is concerned, and on or by
whatever medium, with the following information:

- title of the Project;

- the name of the Lead Beneficiary and the other Beneficiaries;

- the amount granted and the EU co-financing rate;

- the purpose of the contribution (i.e. the overall objective of the Project);

- the geographical location of the Project;

- project results, evaluations, summaries;

- any other information about the Project if considered relevant.

21. Amendments of the Agreement

Any amendments to this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be signed by
all Parties and only after prior approval of the MA/JTS.



No amendments should be done retroactively.
22.Dispute settlement

The Parties shall do everything possible to settle amicably any dispute arising
between them during implementation of the Project. To that end, they shall
communicate their positions and any solution that they consider possible in
writing and meet each other at either's request.

The Lead Beneficiary shall inform the MA/JTS of any unsolved disputes arises
during the project implementation.

This Agreement is governed by the law of Romania, being the law of the Lead
Beneficiary. In the event of failure to reach an amicable agreement, the
disputes will be settled by the Romanian Court of justice, Maramures County,
Republicii Boulevard 2A, in accordance with the national legislation of
Romania.

23.Compliance

This Agreement is in compliance with ENI Grant Contract and other Call for
proposals documents. In case of contradictions between the text of the
Agreement and the Grant Contract, the provisions of the latter prevail. The
Agreement has to be signed by the Lead Beneficiary and Beneficiaries before
the signature of the Grant Contract. Present Agreement is integral part of the
Grant Contract and its annexes.

24, Transparency'

The Lead Beneficiary has to secure the circulation of information received
from the MA/JTS to all Beneficiaries and vice versa.

Messages communicated via postal/courier services to official addresses of
each Party are recognized as official notices. Official addresses of the Parties
as stated in the Application are: Lead Beneficiary - Romania Maramures Baia
Mare 430272 Unirii Boulevard 12A/86; Beneficiary 1, Slovakia KoS$icky
samospavny kraj, Michalovce, 07213 Senne 4; Beneficiary 2 - Ukraine
Zakarpattia Rakhiv, 90600 Verbnyk 152/5; Beneficiary 3 - Hungary Borsod-
Abauj-Zemplén megye Josvaft, 3758 Tengerszem oldal 1.

Furthermore, the Parties recognize the messages communicated from and to
e-mail addresses specified by Parties in this Agreement to be official notices
of each Party within the implementation of this Agreement.

For Lead Beneficiary: ohulea@wwfdcp.ro; apuscas@wwfdcp.ro;

For Beneficiary 1: repel@vtaky sk

For Beneficiary 2: victoria_gubko@i.ua

For Beneficiary 3: miskey.zsofia. anpi@gmail.com

25.Confidentiality

The principle of the confidentiality will be kept by the Project Participants
according to Article 9 of the Grant Contract.



26.Working language

The working language of the project partnership shall be English as defined in
the Section 8 of the Joint Operational Programme Document. Present
Agreement is concluded in English. In case of translation of this Agreement to
another language the English version will be the binding one.

' Name of the Lead Beneficiary:

Name and title of legal representative:

'Place,.date and stamp:

‘Signature

WWF Danube Carpathian
Programme Romania — Maramures
Branch
Pugcas Alexandra
representative
Baia Mare, Romania

Date:  {4-06. '*wg:?{;

g &‘; <
Léhﬂu fj

Erica, legal |

Stamp:

| Name of the Beneficiary 1:

'Name and title
representative:

Place, date and stamp:

Signature

of

legal

Slovak Ornithological Society/BirdLife
Slovakia, Slovenskej ornitologickej
spolognosti/BirdLife

_____

Mgr. Miroslav Demko, Director

Michalovce, Slovakia

Date: 1 0¢. 1049
Stamp n Kanceldria Michalovee
Nim. osloboditelov |

SOS/BirdLife 071 01 Michalovee

SLOVENSKO
Sidlo: Zelindrska 4, 821 08 Bratisleva. 100: 30 R4S 521




Name of the Beneficiary 2:
Name and title of legal representative:

Place, date and stamp:

‘Signature y

' NGO RakhivEcoTour

Ms. Victoria Gubko, Head of the
Board
Rakhiv, Ukraine

Date:

‘Name of the Beneficiary 3:

Aggteleki Nemzeti Park igazgatosag/
Aggtelek National Park Directorate

Name and title of legal representative:

Mr, Balazs Veress, Director

Place, date and stamp:

‘Signature

ANNEXES:

Josvafé, Hungary
Date: ¢l OF. Lols.

Stamp: / X

Annex 1. Legal Entity Form of each Beneficiary *

Annex 2 Financial Identification Form

Annex 3. Budget of the Project (Annex Il of the Grant Contract)

' Attach as many Legal Entity Form as the number of Beneficiaries



